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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TO a generous public little apology- 
will be neceffary for offering to- 
their patronage the Story of an Indu 
vidual, who, under circumftances the 
mod depreffing in their nature, has 
been, for a confide rable part of a: long; 
iife,nheir aJB&duous and ufeful fervantl. 

-' The Blind, in all ages and countriesy. 
; Rave engaged, in a peculiar degree, the 
; fympathy of mankind ;— and, where 
original poverty has been annexed to 
their misfortune, it has-been eftecmed 
the utmoft exertion in their fevour, to 
enable them to minifter to the amufe- 
ment of fociety, as the only means for 
keeping them independent of it : To 
this general rule, however, afurpriflng 
exception is here^ (hewn ; and it is for- 
tunate for the credibihty of this little 
piece, that it is given to the world du- 
ring the life-time not only of its herOj. 
a 2 but- 



IV ADVJEIITISEMENT. 

but of many others who were wit nef- 
fes of the various extraordinary fa^s 
it contains. 

It is fit, however, to notice the 
difad vantages under which it now 
makes it appearance ; — and which, 
from circuraftances, were unavoid- 
able: The perfon whofe tafk it was 
to render it, in fome degree, fit for 
the prefs, had much difficulty to en- 
counter in arranging the dates, fcarce 
any attention having been paid to 
chronological order ; and the various 
anecdotes having been fet down, as 
the recoUeftion of them arofe in the 
mind of the narrator, by an amanuen- 
lis wholly unqualified for the purpofe, 
and given in a language intelligible to 
thdfe only who are well acquainted 
with the Yorkfhire dialeft. — To thofe 
inaccuracies was added, a literal dif- 
reJpcEl of perfons; the firfl; and third 
being indifcriminately ufed through- 
out. To avoid conftantly-recurring 

egotifms^ 
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egotifms, the preference is here giv^ 
to the third perfon • though it is feared 
even tliat will be found too often in 
the proper name, where it might have 
been, in many inftances, fupplied by' 
the pronoun* — rBut a long abfence 
having uecefTarily fufpended the at- 
tention of the Editor, and the defirc 
for publication before the clofe of the 
Harrogate Teafon being urgent, he is 
not allowed time to correft his own 
errors. For. the fame reafon, the part 
containing an account of the fhare 
>vhich Metcalf bore under the late 
Q)lonel Thornton, in his expedition 
againft the rebels ; his various under- 
takings as a road-maker, &c. have 
received little other corredion than 
what could be given by interlineation* 
Throughout, however, not the lead 
violence is done to the fafts ; to infure 
the purity of which, the M.S. has been 
read over to Metcalf himfelf, and cor- 
re6led by his defire, wherever any 
little accidental error has appeared. 

Though 
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Though it was abfohitely neceflary 
to bring the ftyle into fomething like 
grammatical order, and to purge it of 
barbarifms, yet pains have been taken 
to preferve its fimplicity ; and in fome 
inflances, where a few fentences of 
dialogue are introduced, the original 
words remain. Imperfeft as it is, a 
hope is nevertbelefs entertained that 
it will prove amufing; and happy 
flball the Author of its Apology be, if 
the profits arifing from the fale flhall 
prove of fufficient value to fmooth the 
decline of a life, which, though marked 
by eccentricity, has not been fpent.inu 
vain. 



THB 
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THE 

LIFE 

OF 

JOHN MEtCALF". 



JOHN METCALF was born at Knaref- 
borough, on the 15th of Auguft, lyij^ 
When four years old, he was put to fchool 
by his parents, who were working people, 
and continued at fchool two years: He was 
then feizcd with the fmall-pox, which ren- 
dered him totally blind, though all poffiblc 
means were ufcd to preferve his fight. 

About fix months after recovering from 

the fmall-pox, he was able to go from hU 

father's houfe to the end of the ftreet, and 

return, without a guide ; which gave him 

A much 
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much fpirit and fatisfaftion. — In the fpace of 
three years he was able to find his way to 
any part of the town of Knareiborough ; and 
bad begun to aflbciate with boys of his o:ivn 
age, going, with them to feek. birds' nefts, 
and for his fhare of the eggs and young birds 
he was to climb the trees, whilfl his com- 
rades waited at the bottom, to dired him to 
the nefts, aQd to receive what he (hould 
throw down ; and from this he was foon abtc. 
to climb any tree he was able to grafp. He 
would now ramble into the lanes and fields 
alone, to the diftance of two or three oiiles^ 
and return. His father keeping horfes, be 
learned to ride, and in time became an able 
horfeman, a gallop being his favourite pace. 
His parents having other children, at the age 
of thirteen had John taught mufic, at which 
he proved very expert ; though he had con- 
ceived more tafte for the cry of a hound or 
a harrier, than the found of any inftrument. 
A gentleman at Knarcibprough, of the 
name of Woodbara, was mailer of a pack 
of bounds :— -This gentleman encouraged 

Mctcalf 
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Rktculf very much, by taking him to hunt 
iiviih him, and was always very dcfiroiw. of 
his con^any. Met calf kept a couple of very 
good hounds of his own. 

Mr» Woodburn^s hounds being feldom 
kennelled, Metcalf ufed to take fevcral of 
them out fecretly along with his own, about 
ten or eleven o'clock at ni^ht, (the hares 
being then feeding) ; but one of the young 
bounds happening to worry a couple of 
lambs, ic ciiufcd him to difcontinue that 
praftiQC. 

, When about fourteen years old, his z&U 
vity of limbs, and the good fucccfs with 
which his exploits were ufually attended, 
confoled him fo greatly for the deprivation 
of fight, that be was lea4 to imagine it was 
in his power to undertake any thing, without 
danger : the following adventure, however, 
caufed him to alter his opinion of its value* 

There happened to be a piumb^tree a little 

way from Knarc (borough* .where there had 

been a houfe formerly^-^-^One Sunday, Met« 

calf and his companions (who were billed in 

A a matters 
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Itatters'^of this fort) would go there, to get 
fomc of the fruit ; in thcfc cafes, Mctcalf 
was always appointed to afcend, foi^ the pur* 
pofe of (baking the trees. He was accord* 
ingly fent up to his poft ; but in the height 
of the bufmefs, his companions gathering 
below were fuddenly alarmed by the appear* 
ance of the owner of the tree, and prepared 
to quit the ground with all expedition :— - 
Mctcalf thus left to himfclf, foon underftood 
how matters were going, though the wind 
wus high, which prevented him from hearing 
diflinftly ; and being inclined to follow hit 
comradcf , in making his retreat he fell head- 
long into a gravel-pit belonging to Sir Harry 
Slingfby, and cut a large ga(h in his face, 
without, however, receiving any other injury 
than a ftun which for fome time hindered his 
breathing, and kept him motionlcfs on the 
ground.— —His father being rather fevere, 
Mctcalf was afraid to go home, left his wound 
Ihould lead to a^difcovery of the prank he 
had been engiaged in. 

-• Soon 
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Soon after this» (though not eafily dif* 
mayed) he and fome other boys were com- 
pletely alarmed : — The church - pofch at 
Knarefborough being the ufual place of their 
meeting, they one night between eleven and 
twelve o'clock affembled there ; Metcalf 
being generally the chief projcftor of their 
plans : They determined to rob an orchard ; 
which having done, they returned to the 
church-porch to divide their booty. Before 
their return, a circumftance bad happened 
to which they were ftrangers, but to the 
difcovery of which the following little inci- 
dent led, though not irnmediately : There 
being a large ring to the chur<:h-door, which 
turned for the purpofe of lifting the latch, 
one of the party took hold of it, and, by way 
of bravado, gave a loud rap.; calling out, 
^^ J tankard of ale here P^ A voice from 
within anfwered, very loudly, ** Tou are at 
the wrong hou/e.'^ This fo ftupified the 
whole coveyj that none of them couid move, 
for fome time. At length, MetcaVf faid, 
** Did you not hear fomething fpcak in, the 
A3 church?" 
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church ?** Upon this, they all took to their 
heels, and ran till they got out of the church* 
yard, Metcalf running as fad as any of them. 
They now held a confultation on the fubjeA 
of their fright, all equally wondering at the 
voice, and none able to account fatisfa&orily 
for it— One fuppofed that it might have been 
fome brother wag, who had put his mouth 
lo the key-hole of the North door ; but to 
this it was obje£ted, that the reply was too 
diftinA and too ready to have come in that 
way. At length, however, their fpirits being 
a little raifed, they ventured again down the 
flagged pavement ihto the church-yard } but 
when they came oppofite to the church, they 
perceived a light, fo great as inclined them 
to believe that the church was on fire. They 
now re-entered the church-pbrch, and were 
nearly determined to call the parfon ; when 
fomebody within lifting the latch and making 
a great lioifc, they again difperfcd, terrified 
and fpecchlefs. One of the party, (whofc 
name was Clemi(haw) a fon of the fcxton, 
ran home, and in a defperate fright got iifto 

bed 
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bed with his mother ; all the reft, at the 
fame time, making the beft of their way. 

The caufe of this panic was as follows :'- 
An old lady, wife of Dr. Talbot, (who had 
for many years epjoyed the living of Spof- 
forth) dying, and her relations, who lived 
at a great diftance, being defirous to arrive 
before her interment, ordered the body to 
be kept } this being too long the cafe, and 
the neighbours perceiving a difagreeable 
fmell, a rcqueft was fent to the Rev. Mr. 
Collins, who ordered the fexton to be called 
up to dig the grave in the church imme- 
diately : the fexton had lighted a great 
number of candles : fo much for the fuppofi* 
tion of the church being on fire ; and the 
grave-digger was the perfon whofc voice 
bad fo terrified the apple-merchants, when 
they knocked. Such, however, was the 
impreffion, that pranks of this nature were 
not repeated. 

About the year 1731, Mctcalf being then 
fourteen years of age, a number of men 
and boys made a pra^ice of fwimming in 

the 
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the river Nidd, where xhere are many deept 
convenient for that purpofe.— Metcalf rc4 
folving to learn that art, joined the party, 
and became fo very expert, that his compt.. 
nions did not chufe to coqie near him in the 
water, it being his cttftom to feize them, fend 
them to the bottom, and fwim over them by 
way of diverfion. 

About this time, a foldier and another 
man were drowned in the above deeps : the 
former, it was fappofed, was taken with the 
cramp ; the latter could not fwim. Metcalf 
was fent for to get up the bodies, and at the 
fourth time of diving fuccecdcd in bringing 
up that of the foldier, which, when raifcd to 
the furfacc, other fwimmers carried on Chore; 
but life had quite left it. The other body 
could not then be found. 

There are very frequent floods in the river 
Nidd ; and it is a remarkable fad, that in the 
deep places, there arc edJies, or fome other 
caufcs of attraflion, which will draw to the 
bottom any fubftance, however light, which 
comes within their fpherc of adion. Large 

pieces 
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pieces of timber were often feen to be car- 
ried down by the floods ; thefe, on coming 
over the decp^ places, were flopped for the 
fpace of a moment, and then funk. Upon 
thefe occafions, Metcalf would go down and 
with the greateft cafe fix ropes to the wood, 
which was drawn up by fome perfons pur- 
pofely ftationed on the banks. 

In the year 173a, dne John Barker kept 
an inn at the Weft end of the High Bridge, 
Knarefborough. This man was a manufac- 
turer of linen cloth, and ufed to bleach his 
own yam. At one time, having brought 
two packs of yarn to the river to waOi, he 
thought he obferved a number of wooKpacki 
rolling towards him ; but on a nearer view 
it proved to be a fwcUing of the current, oc- 
cafioncd by a fuddcn and very violent rain 
in the neighbourhood. He had not time to 
remove his yarn, fo that it was fwept away, 
and carried through the arches of the bridge^ 
which ftands on a rock. A little below there 
is a^piece of ftill water, fuppofed to be about 
twenty.onc feet in depth: as foon as the 

yarn 
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yarn got to this, it funk, except a little which 
caught the Hurts of ihe rock in going down.* 
Metcalf being intimate with Barker, and caU 
ling at his houfe a few days after the acci« 
dent, found him lamenting bis loft. Metcalf 
told him that he hoped to recover his yam 
for him, but Barker fmiled at the fuppofed 
abfurdity of the propofal : finding, however^ 
that his friend was refolTcd on a trial, he 
confented. Metcalf then ordered fome long 
cart-ropes to be procured, and fixing a hook 
•t one end, and leaving the other to be held 
by fome perfons on |he High Bridge, be 
defcended, and hooking as much ot the yarn* 
as he could at one time, he gave orders for 
drawing up. In this way the whole was re- 
covered, with very little damage. 

Some time after this, Metcalf happened te 
be at Scriven, at the houfe of one Green, an 
innkeeper.— Two perfons then prefent had a 
Aifpute concerning fome flieep which one of 
them bad pot into the penfold. The owner 
of the iheep, (one Robert Scaif, a KnareC> 
borough man^ and a friend of Metcalf 's> 

appeared 



L " 3 

tppearefd to be ill treated by the other party, 
Kho wiibed to rake aa unfair advantagOi^ 
Metcalf perceiving that they were not likely 
to agree about the dacnagea, bade them good 
tight, faying he was going to Knarefborough^ 
but it being about the dead time of night, he 
waa firmly refolved to do a little friqndly bu- 
fineft before he ihould get home. The pen* 
{old. being walled round, he climbed over,^ 
and getting hold of the (heep oas by one, he. 
fairly tofled them over the wall : the difficulty^ 
of the fervice increafed as the number gofe^ 
lie&, not being fo ready to catch ; — ^he wasi 
not, however, thereby deterred, but fully, 
completed the exploit. > 

. On the return of day^ the penfold door 
being found fad locked, great was the fur« 
prife ou finding it uptenanited^ and various 
the cofije^lures as to the rogue or roguei 
who had liberated the fli^ep ; but Metcalf 
p^ft unfufpe^eds and enjoyed the joke, in 
filenqe« 

He continued to pradica on the vioUn, 
until h« b^ame able to play country dances» 

At 
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At Knarelborough, during the winter feafoD, 
there was an aiTembly every fortnight, at 
which he always atten4ed9 and went bcfidet 
to many other places where there was public 
dancing ; yet, though much employed in thi« 
way, he flill retained his fondnefs for hunt- 
ing, and likewife began to keep game cocks. 
Whenever he went to a cock -pit, it was his 
cuftom to place himfelf on the lowed feat^ 
and always clofe to fome friend who was a 
good judge, and who, by certain motions^ 
enabled him to bet, hedge, &c. If at any 
time he heard of a better game cock than his 
own, he was fare to get him by fome means 
or other, though at a hundred miles diftance. 
A little way from home he had a cock- 
walk, and at the next houfe there chanced 
to be another* The owner of the cock kt 
the latter houfe fuppoiing that Metcalf 's and 
his would meet, armed his own cock with t 
fieei fpur ; which greatly difpleafing Metcalf, 
he formed a plan of revenge ; and getting 
one of his comrades to ai&ft, they procured 
a quantity of cabbage-leaves, and fattening 

them 
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them together with fkcwers, they fixed them 
againft the outfidc of the windows, that the 
family might not perceive the return of day- 
light ; and that they (hould alfo be prifoners, 
thefe aflbciates in roguery walled up the door 
with ftones, and mud-mortar, which they 
were affifted in making by the convenience 
of a punip which ftood near. They then 
brought water, in tubs, and continued pour- 
ing it in great quantities over the new wall, 
(which did not reach quite up to the top of 
the door-frame) until the houfe was flooded 
to a great depth. This done, they made the 
bed of their way home. 

In the morning, the people of the houfc 
finding their fituation, and being at no lofs 
to fuppofe who had been the projeflor, and 
in all probability the leading performer, of 
the bufinefs, were no fooner fet at liberty, 
than they went to a Juftice, and got a war- 
rant for Metcalf J but not being able to prove 
the fad, he was, of courfe, difmifled. 

His fame now began to fpread ; and when 

any 
B 
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any arch trick was done, inquiry was (ure tm 
be made where Metcalf had been at the time. 

At Bilton, two miles from Kfiarefborovgb, 
there was a rookery, and the boys had made 
many attempts to take the young ones ; but 
the owner wifliing to prefcrve them, they 
were prevented. Metcalf determining to 
make a trial, fent one of his comrades in the 
day-time as a fpy to reconnoitre the pofuion 
of the ncfts; and having been informed by 
him as to this, they fct out in the dead of 
night, and brought away fcven dozen and a 
half, excepting the beads, which they left 
under the trees. The owner of the rooks 
finding the heads, fent the bellman round, 
offering a reward of two guineas for difco- 
vering the offenders : the fecret, however, 
was kept until long afterwards. 

A man at Knarefborough having married 
a woman who had lived at a farm-houfc 
about a mile diftant, brought his wife to his 
own home ; and fome articles being left in 
the deferred houfe, he fent a fon he had by 
a former marriage to bring them away.— 

Metcalf 
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Mctcalf being about the fame age as this boy, 
chofc to accompany hiai. When they got 
to the place, the boy mifled the key, which 
he had loft from his pocket by the way; 
and being afraid to return without his errand, 
he confulted Metcalf abotit what was to bc^ 
done. Mctcalf was for entering the houf« 
at all events; and not being able to procure 
a ladder, got a pole, which reached to the 
thatch, and having borrowed a rope and a 
flick, he climbed up the pole^ and then af- 
ccnding by the roof to the chiutney, he 
placed the ftick acrofs, and faftenitig the 
rope to it, attempted to defcend, but finding 
the flew too narrow, he threw off his cloaths, 
and laying them on the ridge of the houfe, 
made a fecond attempt, and fucceedcd : he 
then opened the door for his companion. 
While they were in the houfe, there was a 
heavy thunJcr-fliower, to which Mctcalf 's 
cloathes were expofcd, being left upon the 
boufe-top : he attempted to get up again, to 
fetch them ; but the pole by which he had 
afccndcd was now. fo wet, that he could not 
B 2 climb 
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climb by it j he was therefore obliged to 
wait until it dried, when afcending again, 
he recovered his cloathcs. This was con*, 
fidcrcd by all who heard of it a$ a very 
extraordinary performance by one ih his 
fituation, as well as a great ad of friendfhip 
to his companion* 

In the year 1732 Metcalf was invited to 
Harrogate, to fucceed, as fidier, a poor old 
man who had played there for 70 years, and 
who, being borne down by the weight of 
100 years, began to play too flow for coun« 
try dancing. Metcalf was well received by 
the nobility and gentry, who employed no 
other fidler, except a boy whom he hired as 
an aiTidant, when they began to build a Iong<» 
room at the Queen's Head. 

Being once, with his aiTiflant, at Ripon 
affembly, they refolvcd to call the next day 
at Ncwby Hall, the feat of 'Squire Blacket ; 
having got acquainted with that worthy 
family by their frequent vifits to Harrogate, 
There they flayed, regaling themfclves, till 
near night, when they fct out for home. 

In 
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Ill the way, they had to crofs the river Ure 
by a ford, or go round by Boroughbridgc or 
Ripon, which latter Mctcalf was not inclined 
to do* They were told that the ford would 
be found impaffable, much rain having 
fallen. Mctcalf, however, was determined 
to try ; but on coming to the water-fide, he 
found his companion was much in liquor, 
and began to doubt of his getting over : z^ 
for himfdf, he had no fear, being a good 
fwimmer. — So it was agreed that Metcalf 
(houl4 ftrip, and (leaving his cloathcs to the 
earc of his friend) lead his horfe over, and 
thereby prove whether or not it was fafe for 
his comrade to follow. By this means they 
got over, but^not before it was dark. He 
then began to drefs himfelf, but his waiftcoat 
(in which were the three joints of his haut- 
boy) was miffing, as alfo his filvcr (hoe- 
buckles, and feventeen (hillings which fell 
from his pocket. This was an unpleafant 
accident, but there being no prefent remedy, 
they made the bcft of their way to Copgrove, 
where they rcftcd. Mctcalf liftcncd dili- 
B3 gently 
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gently to the clock, and after fome hours, 
foppofmg the waters to have abated, (which 
was the care,) he returned, and found his 
feventeen {hillings on the bank, and a buckle 
on each fide of the water. The waiftcoit and 
hautboy he could never recover, although he 
carefully drew the deeps with a gardener's 
iron rake, which he had procured for that 
purpofe at Ncwby Hall. 

^Metcalf now bought a horfe, and often 
ran him for fmall plates. He dill continued 
to be a cocker— •often hunted — ^and fotne- 
times went a courfing ; in the evenings he 
attended to play at the afTemblies : finding, 
from thefe various purfuits, pretty fufEcient 
employment. Being greatly encouraged 
by the gentlemen, he began to think himfelf 
->{ that clafs, excepting that his rents failed 
come in half-yearly from his tenants. 

About this time there was a long-room 

)uilt at the Green-Dragon at Harrogate. 

More mufic being then wanted, he engaged 

one Midgcley (one of the Leeds waits) and| 

bis 
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his fon, as ailiftants. Midgeley, fen« being a 
good performer, was taken into partner (hip 
gratis ; but the fon, and Metealf *s former, 
aihftant, psud five pounds each premium*/ 
This was done with the approbation of all, 
the innkeepers, who wiflied to keep Metcalf 
at the head of the band. 

In the year 1735, Francis Barlow, Efq; o£ 
Middlcthorp, near York, who kept a pack of 
beagles, was at Harrogate, and liking Met-^ 
ealf, gave him an invitation to fpend the 
winter at Mvddlethorp, defiring him to bring 
his horfe ; the invitation was gladly accepted, 
and he went out .with Mr. Barlow's hounds 
twice a week, highly, gratified in the enjoy- 
ment of his favourite fport. While at Mid- 
dlcthorp, he was invited by Mr. Hebdin, an 
eminent mufician, of York, to come to his 
houfe, and play, ofirring him, gratis, any 
fcrvice or inftrudion in his power : this kind 
oflFer Mctcalf readily accepted, and. went to 
praftice mufic on thofc days when there was 
no bunting. 

He 
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He had now completed a vifit of jGbc 
months to the worthy 'Squire of Middlc- 
thorpe ;-— and the hunting feafon beinjf 
almoft over, he'^propofcd to hig patron ta 
take a farewell hunt in the forenoon^ 
intending to proceed to Knarefborough in 
the evening.— He accordingly fct out witE 
the hounds in the morning ; returned with 
the 'Squire at noon ; got himfeif and his. 
borfe, well fed and waiered^ and then pro- 
ccieded to York, to take leave of Mr. Hcb- 
din, previous to his going home.. He had 
learned to walk and ride very readily through; 
mod of the ftreets of York y and as he was 
riding pad the George Inn^ in Concyftrcct, 
Standiih, the landlord, flopped him, calling 
out *' What hafte V Mctcalf told him he 
was for Knarelborough that night— The 
landlord replied, that there was a gentleman 
in the houfc who wanted a guide to Harro- 
gate ; adding, " I know you can do that as 
well as any one."— **So I can,*' faid he, 
" but you mud not let him know that I am 
blind, for perhaps he will be afraid to trufl: 

ine« 
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mc.'^ — " / fiiall manage that,'* replied Stan-. 
diih ;^ fo going in, he informed the gentle- 
man that he had procured hlin a fufc guide. 
Plcafcd at this, the gentleman rcqucftcd that 
Metcalf would come in and take a bottle: 
this (for an obvious reafon) the landlord ob- 
jcded.to on the part of Metcalf, but recom- 
mended fome wine at the door; during the 
drinking of which, the ftranger got ready, 
and they fet oIF, Metcalf taking the lead. 
As they were turning Oufcgatc comer, a 
voice halloed out ^* * Squire Barlow^ s Blind 
Hunt/man !*' but the gcntlcnaan not know- 
^ing the meaning of this, they rode bri&ly 
up Mieklegatc, through the Bar, turned the 
corner to Holgatc, and through Popplcton, 
Field on to Hcffay Moor, and fo proceeded 
forward, going over Skip-Bridge. (At this 
time the turnpike was not made between 
York and Harrogate.) 

On the North- Weft end of Kirk-Hamracr- 
ton Moor, the road to Knarcfborough joined 
the main road which leads to Boroughbridge 
by a fudden turn to the left ; but Metcalf 

cleared 
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cleared that without any difEculty. Whcti 
ihcy came to Allcrton-Maulevcrer, the ftran- 
ger afked whofe large houfe that was on the 
right ; and was immediately informed by 
Mctcalf. A little farther on, the road is 
crofled by the one from Wethcrby to Bo- 
roughbridgc, and proceeds along by the 
high brick wall of Allcrton Park, There was 
a road leading out of the Park, oppofiie tor 
the gate upon the Knareiborough road, 
which Metcalf was afraid of mi fling ; but 
the wind being from the Eaft, and be per- 
ceiving a blaft coming through the Park- 
gate, he readily turned his horfe to the oppo- 
fite gate which leads to Knarcfborough. 
Reaching out his hand to open it, he felt the 
heel, as it is called ; and, backing his horfe, 
exclaimed " Confound thee ! thoii always 
goes to the gate heel, inftead of the head/* 
The gentleman obfervcd to him that his^ 
horfe feemed aukward, and that his own 
mare was good at coming up to a gate; 
whereupon Mttcalf permitted him to per- 
form tLis office. Darknefs (which had now 

come 
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€oaic on) being no obftrudion to him, be 
brilkly led the way, refolved that his com- 
panion (hould not again fee his face till they 
got to Harrogate. As they were going 
through Knarcfborough, the gentleman pro- 
pofed a glafs of wine, which Mctcalf rcfufed, 
alledging that the horfcs were hot, and that 
being near their journey's end, it was not 
worth while to ftop : — On then they went ; 
ftnd prefently feme one cried out " Tljat^s 
Blind Jack /'* — This afleriion, however, was 
contradifled by another perfon who could 
not clearly identify him ; and by this means 
the ftranger was kept in the dark as efFeftu- 
aUy as his guide. They then proceeded over 
tlie High Bridge, and Aip the Foreft Lane, 
and then entering the Foreft, they had to 
pafs along a narrow caufcway which reached 
about one- third of the way to Harrogate. 
When they had gone a little way upon the 
Foreft, the gentleman faw a light, and alked 
what place it was. There were fome rocks 
upon the Foreft called Hookfton Craggs, 
and near to thcfe the ground was low and 

fwampy 
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fwampy in fome places^ clofe by which lays 
the Leeds road ; — about this part were fre- 
quently feen at night, vapours, commonly 
called Will-o'4he-wifp. Metcalf 'look it 
for granted that his companion had feen one 
of thefe, but for good reafons declined afking 
him whereabout the light was ; and to divert 
his attention from this objed, afked him, 
" Do you not fee two lights ; one to the 
right, the other to the left ?" " No,** replied 
the gentleman } ** I feen but one light, that 
there on the right.'*—" Well then. Sir," 
faid Metcalf, " that is Harrogate/* There 
were then many tracks, but Metcalf made 
choice of that neareft the fence : by the fide 
of this path, which is very near Harrogate^ 
fome larches were planted; and ftepping- 
flones laid for the convenience of foot- 
pafiengers : Metcalf got upon this flony path, 
and the gentleman's horfe following, got 
one of his hind feet jammed between two 
of the ft ones : when his horfe was freed, 
b^ alkcd " Is there no other road ?** " Yes," 
replied Metcalf, ••there is another, but 

it 
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k is a mile about :" knowing at the fame 
time that there was a dirty cart- way juft at 
hand, but to which upon fome account he 
preferred this rugged path. 

Arrived at their journey's end, they flop- 
ped at the houfe now called the Granby, but 
found that the oftler was gone to bed.— 
Mctcalf being very well acquainted with the 
place, led both the horfes into the ftablc, 
and the oftler foon after appearing, he 
delivered them to his care, and went 
into the houfe to inquire after his fel- 
low-traveller, whom he found comfortably 
featcd over a tankard of negus, in which he 
pledged his guide ; but when Metcalf at- 
tempted to take the tankard, he reached out 
his hand wide of the mark : however, he 
foon found it, and drank ; and going out 
again, left to the landlord the opportunity of 
explaining to his companion what be was 
not yet fenfiblc of. — " I think, landlord,** 
faid the gentleman, ** my guide muft have 
drank a great deal of fpirits fince we came 
here."—" Why, my good Sir, do you think 
C for— 
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for'* — *^ Well, I judge fo from the appear- 
ance of his eyes'' — ^' Eyes ! blefs you. Sir/* 
rejoined the landlord, " do not yotf know 
that he is blind ?" — ^« What do you mean 
by that V — *' 1 mean, Sir, that he cannot 
fee:*—'' Blind ! Gracious God ! !'*—*' Yes, 
Sir ; as blind as a ftone, by Heaven !*'— 
** Well, landlord,** faid the^gentleman, " this 
is too much : call him in.*' Metcalf enters. 
'* My friend, are you really blind ?'* — "-' Yes, 
Sir ; I loft my fight when fix years old.**— 
•* Had 1 known that, I would not h^vc vcn* 
turcd with you for an hundred pounds.**— 
*« And I, Sir,** faid Metcalf, " would not 
** have loft my way for a thoufand.** This 
convcrfation ended, they fat down, and 
drank plentifully. Metcalf had with him a 
cafe containing a new fiddle which he had 
juft received from London, !and the gentle-, 
man obfcrving it, defired him to play : the 
guide gave him as much fatisfaftion in this 
way, as he had before done in the charafler 
of a condudtor j and the fervices of the 
evening were rewarded by a prefcnt of two 

guineas, 
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guineas, befides a plentiful entertainment 
the next day, at the coft of this gentleman, 
who looked upon the adventure with Met* 
calf as the mofl: extraordinary incident he 
had ever mot with. 

1736. The Harrogate feafon now com- 
mencing, Metcalf, of courfe, refumed his 
occupation } and, being of a jocular and 
comic turn,, was fo well received at all the 
it\ns, that he obtained free quarters for 
himfclf and horfc. 

The Green Dragon at that place was thea 
kept by a Mr, Body, who had two nephews 
with him J and when the hunting feafon 
drew near its clofe, thcfe with fomc other 
young men expreffed a great defirc for a 
day's fport ; and knowing that Mr. Wood- 
burn, the matter of the Knarefborough pack 
of hounds, had often lent them to Metcalf 
for the fame purpofe, they doubted not of 
the fuccefs of i&/j application: being, how- 
ever, unprovided with hunters, they were 
obliged to defer the day for neat a fortnight 
before they could be accommodated. 

C z On 
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On the evening before the appointed day, 
Metcalf went, flufhcd with hope, to Mr# 
Woodburn, requefting him to lend the pack 
for the next day. This was a favour out of 
his power to grant, having engaged to meet 
'Squire Trapps, with the hounds, next 
morning, upon Scotton Moor, for the pur- 
pofc of entering foaie young fox-hounds*— 
Chagrined at this, M^^tcalf debated with 
LimCcif whether the difappointment (hould 
fall to Mr. Woouburn's friends, or his own : 
dctern/ming that it fnould net be the lot of 
the latter, he arofc the next morning before 
day-break, and croflcd the High Bridge, 
r.car which he had the advantage of the jaiiit 
cchcs cf the Old Cnftle and Belmont Wood, 
lit. had brought with him an extraordinary 
jjood hound of his own, and taking him by 
the ears, made him give mouth very loudly, 
hiinfelf giving feme hallops at the fame tijnc. 
This device had fo good an cfica, that in a 
few minutes he had nine couple about hinip 
as the hounds were kept by various people 
about the fliamblcs, &c. and were fuffcred to 

lay 
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lay unkennelled. Mounting his horfc, away 
he rode with the dogs to Harrogate, where 
he met his friends, ready mount-'d, and ia 
high fpirits. Somt of them propofed going 
to Bilton Wood ; but this was oppofed by 
Metcalf, who preferred the Moor; in faffe, 
he was apprchenfive of being followed by 
Mr. Woodhurn, and wiflied to be further 
from Knarefborough upon that account. 

Purfuant to his advice, they dr^w iht ^ 
Moor, at the diftancc of five miles, where 
they darted a hare, killed her after a fine 
chace, and immediately put up another :— 
juft at this moment came up Mr. Woodburn, 
foaming^with anger, fwearing mod terribly, 
and thrcalcning to fend Metcalf to the devil, 
or at lead to the houfe of corre£kion ; and, 
his paffion rifmg to the utmod, rode up with 
an intention to horfewhip him, which Metcalf 
prevented, by galloping out of his reach.— 
Mr. Woodhurn then endeavoured to call oflf 
the hounds ; but Metcalf, knowing the fleet- 
nefs of his own horfe, ventured within fpeak- 
ing, though not within whippings didance of 
C 3 him. 
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him, and begged that he would permit the 
dogs to finilh the chace, alledging that it 
would fpoil them to take them ofF; and that 
he was fure they would (as they aftually 
did) kill in a very (hort time. Mctcalf foon 
found that Mr. Woodburn's anger had begun 
to abate ; and going nearer to him, pleaded 
in excufe a mifunderftanding of his plan, 
which he faid he thought had been fixed f«r 
the day after. The apology fucceeded with 
this good-natured gentleman, who, giving 
the hare to Metcalf, de fired he would accoia* 
pany him to Scotton Moor, whither, though 
]ate, he would go, rather than wholly di& 
appoint Mr. Trapps. The reader, by this 
time, knows enough of Mctcalf to believe 
he was no: avcrfc to this propofal j fo leaving 
the hares with his comrades, and engaging 
to be with them in the evening, he joined - 
his old aflbciate. The day being advanced, 
Metcalf objcftcd to the circuitous way of 
Harrogate Bridge, propofing to crofs the 
liver Nidd at Holm Bottom ; and Mr. Wood- 
burn not being acquainted with the ford, 

be 
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he again undertook the office of guide, and 
leading the way, they foon arrived at Scot- 
ton Moor, where Mr. Trapps and his com* 
pany had waited for them two hours. Mr. 
Woodburn explained the caufe of the delay, 
and, being now able to participate in the 
joke, the affair ended very agreeably. 

Metcalf ftayed with this company untVl 
three in the afternoon, and then fet off for 
Harrogate, croffing the river. He had not 
tafled food that day ; but when he got to 
his friends,, he fovind them preparing the 
brace of hares, with many other good things, 
for fupper ; and after fpending many jovial 
hours, he played country-dances til) day- 
light. 

When the Harrogate fcalbn was over, it 
was Metcalf 's conllant cuftom to vifit at the 
inns, alwavs fpending the evening at one or 
other of them. At the Royal Oak (now the 
Granby) in particular, fcenes of mirth were 
often goiiig f jr.ward ; and at thcfe he greatly 
attrafted the notice cf one of the land- 
lord's daughters. 

In 
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In the fummcr he ufcd often to run hi^ 
horfe for the petty plates or prizes given at 
the fcafts in the neighbourhood ; and on all 
thefe occafions, when in her power, (he wai 
fure to attend, with her female friends. By 
frequent intcrcourfe, the Jady and Mctcalf 
became very intimate ; and this intimacy 
produced mutual regard and confidence. 
Her mother being a high-fpirited \voman, 
had brought up her daughters, as flic hoped 
at leaft, with notions ill fuited to the condi- 
tion of Metcalf j fo that in order to difguifc 
the ftate of their hearts from her parents^ 
the lovers agreed on a fct of names and 
plirafes, intelligible to each other, though 
not fo to them. He ufcd to call himfclf 
Mary, or Tibby, (at once changing the fex, 
[and fpeaking as if of a third perfon); and 
flic, Harry, or Dickey, or fomc fuch name. 
Whenever he fjughr to intimate to her his 
intention cf vifiting her, he would fay, *' You - 
muft tell Richard that Mary will be here on 
fuch a day/' Her mother would perhaps 

alk. 
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aflc, " Who is that ?'* To which flic would 
replyi that it was a young woman who was 
to meet her brqther there. — But if the day 
appointed by Mcccalf vas not convenient^ 
fhc would fay, that " Richard had called^ 
and had left word that Mary (hould call 
again at fuch a time ;" meaning the time Ihc 
wiflied Metcalf to come,— And as flie com- 
monly faflened the doors, when (he expcdlcd 
him (he always left a door or a window 
open. 

One night, in particular, Metcalf having, 
in confequencc of an appointment, arrived 
there about midnight, and got in by a window 
that bad been dcfigncdly left open ; in his 
way to the young woman's room, he met the 
old one in the middle of the ftair-cafe I Both 
parties were much furprifed j and the miftrefs. 
alking angrily ** Who's there ?'* ** What do 
you want ?" he knowing that (he always 
went to bed early, replied " I came in late 
laft night, fat down in a chair by the fire* 
fide^ and fell faft aflccp.*' She then called 

loudly 
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and It was night, he was, of courfc, the 
foremoft. 

About the year 1738, Metcalf having 
increafcd his flud, and being aware of the 
docility of that noble animal, the horfe, fo 
tutored his own, that, whenever he called 
them by their rcfpeftive names, they would 
immediately anfwer him by neighing. This 
was chiefly accomplifhcd by fome difciplinc 
at the time of feeding. He could, however, 
without the help of thofe refponfes, fcle£l his 
own horfes oat of any number. 

Having matched one of his horfes, to rum 
three miles, for a wager of fome note, and 
the parties agreeing to ride each his own, 
they fct up pods at certain diftances, on the 
Forcft, including a. circle of one mile j 
having, of courfc, three rownds to go. 
Great odds were laid againft Metcalf, upon 
the fuppofition of his inability to keep the 
courfe. But what did his ingenuity fuggeft 
in this dilemma : or, rather, what did it 
anticipate ? He procured four dinner-bellr 
from the different inns^ with what others he 

could 
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But the atchicvcmcnts already enumerated 
were far from bounding cither his ambition 
or capacity : He now afpircd to the acquaint- 
ance of jockics of a higher clafs than he had 
hitherto known, and to this end frequented 
the races at York and many other pjaces j 
when he always found the better kind of per* 
fons inclined to lend him their fkill in making 
his bets, &c. imprcffed, as they no doubt 
were, with fympathy for his fituation, and 
furprizc at his odd propcnfity. 

He commonly rode to the race-ground 
amongft the crowd j and kept in memory 
both the winning and lofing horfcs. 

Being much in the habit of vifiting York 
in the winter time, a whim would often take 
him to call for his horfe at bed-time, and fet 
out for Knarefborough, regardlcfs of the bad- 
nefs of the roads and weather, and of all 
rcmonftrance from his friend's ; yet the hand 
of Providence always conduced him in fafcty, 
-i— It was quite common for him to go from 
Skipton, over the Fore(t Moor, to Knaref- 
boroughy alone } but if he had company, ^ 

and 
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and It was night, he was, of courfc, the 
foremoft. 

About the year 1738, Metcalf having 
increafcd his flud, and being aware of the 
docility of that noble animal, the horfc, fo 
tutored his own, that, whenever he called 
them by their rcfpcftive names, they would 
immediately anfwer him by neighing. This 
was chiefly accomplifhcd by fome difcipline 
at the time of feeding. He could, however, 
without the help of thofe refponfes, fclcft hit 
own horfes oat of any number. 

Having matched one of his horfes, to ru» 
three miles, for a wager of fome note, and 
the parties agreeing to ride each his own, 
they fct up pods at certain diftances, on the 
Foreft, including a. circle of one milc.j 
having, of courfe, three rownds to go. 
Great odds were laid againft Metcalf, upon ^ 
the fuppofition of his inability to keep the 
courfe. But what did his ingenuity fuggeft 
in this dilemma : or, rather, what did it 
anticipate ? He procured four dinner-bellt 
from the different inns> with what others he 

could 
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could borrow ; and placing a man, with t 
bell, at each poft, he was enabled, by the 
ringing, to turn ; and fully availing him- 
fclf of the fupcrior fleetnefs of his horfe, 
came in winner, amidft the plaudits and 
exultations of the multitude, except only 
thofe who had betted againft him. 

A gentleman of the name of Skclton then 
came up, and propofed to Metcalf a fmali 
wager, that he could not gallop a horfe of 
his fifty yards, and ftop him within two 
hundred. This horfe was notorious as a 
run-away, and had baffled the efforts of the 
beft and (trongeft riders to hold him. Met- 
calf agreed to the wager, upon condition 
that he might choofe his ground ; but Skcl- 
ton objefted to there b^ing either hedge or 
wall in the diftance. Metcalf, every ready 
at any thing that was likely to produce a 
joke, agriced ; the flakes were depofited ; 
and knowing that there was a large bog 
near the Old Spa ac Harrogate, he mounted 
at about the diflance of an hundred and fifty 
yards from it. Having obferred the wind, 
D and 
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and placed a perfon who was to fiDg a fong^ 
-for the guidance of found, he fet oflF, at full 
gallop, for the bog, and foon fixed the horfe 
{addle-ikirt deep in the mire. He then 
floundered through the dirt as well as he was 
able, till he gained a firm footing j when 
he demanded his wager, which was alIotte4 
him by the general fuffnage. It was with 
the greateft difficulty, however, that the 

horfe could be extricated. That Mctcalf 

was fo well acquainted with this fpot, was 
owing to his . having, about three weeks 
before, relieved a ftranger who had got faft 
in it in the night, and whofe cries had 
attrafled him. 

It was now no unufual thing with him to 
buy horfes, with a view to fell them again. 
Happening to meet with a man who had 
left the place of huntfman to a pack of fub- 
fcription hounds kept by Sir John Kayc, 
'Squire Hawkefworth, and others, and who 
had a horfe to fell, Metcalf inquired his 
price, at the fame time requefting per- 
miffion to ride him a little way. Haying 

trotted 
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trotted the horfc s( mile or two, ht returned, 
tfclling the owner that the eyes of his nag 
would foon fail. The man, however, flood 
firm to his demand of twenty-five guineas 
for the horfe, alledging that he was beauti- 
fully moulded, only fix years old, and his 
aSion good. Metcalf then took the .man 
into'the flabic, and dcfired him to lay his 
Band upon the "eyes of the horfe, to feel 
their uncommon heat ; afking him, at the 
fame time, how he could, in confcience, 
demand fo great a price for a horfe that was 
going blind. This treaty ended with Met- 
calf *s purchafing the horfe, bridle, and fad- 
die, for fourteen pounds. 

A few days after, as he was riding on his 
new purchafe, he ran againft a fign-poft, 
upon the Common, near the Toy-Shop, and 
nearly threw it down. Not difcouraged by 
this, he fet off for Ripon, to play at an 
affembly ; and paffing by a place at Harro- 
gate called the World's-End, he overtook a 
man going the Ripon road. — With hioi 
Metcalf laid a wager of fix-pennyworth of 
Da liquor, 
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liquor, that he would get firft to an alcboufe 
at fomc fmall diftancc. The ground being 
rough, Mctcalf 's horfe foon fell, and lay for 
a while on the thigh of his maftcr, when, 
making an effort to rife, he cut Metcalf *« 
face with one of his fore (hoes. The Rev. 
Mr. Richardfon coming up at this moment, 
and expreffing his concern for the accident, 
Metcalf told him that nothing had hurt him 
but the cowardice of his horfe, who bad 
Jiruck him whiljl he was down. His inftru- 
mcnt, however, fuff'ercd fo materially, that 
he was obliged to borrow one to perform on 
for the night, at Ripon, to which place he 
got without further accident. The aflcmblj 
over, he fet off" to return to Harrogate, and 
arrived there about three in the morning. 

He now thought it was time to difpofc of 
bis fine horfe, whofe eyes began to difcharge 
much. After applying the ufual remediet 
of allum blown into the eyes, roweling in 
different parts, &c. he found him in market- 
able condition ; and knowing that ther^ 
would foon be a great (hew of borfes with- 
out 
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oat Micklcgatc-Bar, at York, he refolved to 
take the chance of that mart ; and fctting 
out the night before, put up at the Swan, iit 
Micklegate. The next morning, when the 
Ihew begkn, Metcalf* s nag attraftcd the 
notice of one Carter, a very cxtenfive dealer, 
who afeing the price, was told twenty- tw^ 
guineas. Carter then inquired if he was 
found, and received for anfwer, " I have 
never known him lame / but I fhall trot him 
on this pavement, and If there be any ail- 
ment oF that kind, it will foon appear, with 
my weight/* The dealer bade him fixteen 
guineas, and a little after, feventcen \ which 
Metcalf, for well-known reafons, was glad 
to receive. 

Having fold his hoffe, he fet off on foot 
for Harrogate ; but before he had got to 
Holgate (about a mile on his way) he wAs 
overtaken by a Knarcfborough man, on 
horfeback, who propofed, for two (hillings, 
worth of punch, to let him ride in turn, 
dividing the diftanccs equally. Metcalf 
thought the man was unreafonable in hia 
D3 demand^ 
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demand, but agreed to it at length ; and 
giving his companion one tankard, he, by 
confcnt, got the firft ride, with inftruftions 
to the following cffcft, viz. That he (hould 
ride on till he got a little beyond Poppleton-* 
Field, where he wouldy^^ a gate on his right 
hand, to which he fhould faden the horfe, 
and leaving him for the owner, proceed. 
Mctcalf not feeing the gate, as dcfcribed, 
rode on to Knarefborough, which was fcven- 
tcen miles from the, place where he had left 
his fellow-traveller. He then left the horfc 
at the owner's houfe, faying that the matter 
having got into a rcturn-chaife, had de« 

fired him to ride the horfc home. The 

owner was greatly enraged at being left to 
walk fo bng a way ; but, on Mctcalf *s 
pleading that he never faw the gate, he 
found it his intercft to join in the laugh. 

Being now in the prime of life, and poffef- 
fing a peculiar archncfs of difpofition, with 
an unceafing flow of fpirits, and a contempt 
of danger, fcldom if ever equalled by one in 
his circumttances, it will not be wondered at 

that 
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that levities, fuch as are before recited, 
ihould have employed a confiderable portion 
of his time. The fequel, however, will, in 
due courfe, {hew, that he was capable of 
embarking in, and bringing to perfeftion, 
fcveral fchemcs, of public as well as private 
utility ; and this promife to the reader, it is 
hoped, will infure his patience, while he is 
made the companion of the author in a few 
more of his frolicfome adventures. 

In the year 1738 Metcalf attained the age 
of twenty-one years, and the height of fix 
feet one inch and an half, and was remark- 
ably robud withal. 

At that time there lived at Knarelborough 
one John Bake, a man of a ferocious temper 
and athletic figure. He was confidcred in 
the neighbourhood as a champion, or rather 
bully; and thus quahficd, was often em- 
ployed fpecially^ to ferve writs or warrants, 
in cafes where defperate refiftance was ex- 
pcfted. Metcalf going one evening, with a 
friend, to a public houfe, they there met 
this Bake; and a fliort time after, Metcalf '$ 

friend 
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and Bake fat d6wn to cards. The latter 
took fome money oflFthc tabic, to which he 
was not entitled; and the fornier remon- 
ftrating on the irjafticc of Bake, received 
from him a violent blow. Metcalf interpofing 
with words only at firft, was treated in the " 
fame manner ; when inftantly entering into 
combat with this ruffian, he beftowed upoxi 
him fuch difcipline as foon wxtorted a cry 
for mercy. 

To the fame which Metcalf had acquired 
by various means, was now added that of a 
boxer, though he was far from being ambi- 
tious of celebrity in that way. Some littfe. 
time after, Metcalf was called up at midnight 
by this very Bake, who, knowing by cxperi- 
cnce the prowefs and powers of his late anta- 
gonift, had prefumcd to make a bet of five 
guineas, that Metcalf would beat a fellow. 
whofc coujpany he had juft left. — Bat Met* 
cali gave him to underftand, that> althougli 
he had (tore of thumps for thofe who (hould 
treat him wiih infolence, he was no prize- 
fighter J and having no quarrel with the min 

in 
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in queftion, he (Bake) might figlit or forfeit 
as he liked befl:. 

Being dcfirous of getting a little fifh, he 
once, unaffifted, drew a net of eighty yardt 
length, in the dcepcft part of the river 
Wharfe, for three hours together. At one 
time he held the lines in his mouth, being 
obliged to fwim. 

The following wager he laid, and won : 
He engaged with a man at the Queen's Head 
9t Harrogate, to go to Knarefborough'Crofs, 
and return, in lefs time than the other would 
gather one hundred and twenty ftones, laid 
at regular diftances of a yard each, and, 
taking one (lone at a time, put them all into 
a baiket placed at one end of the line. 

Meeting with fome company, amongfl: 
whom there was one of a boaftful turn, 
Mctcalf propofed to go againft him from 
Harrogate to Knarcfborough Crofs, provided 
he would take the way which Metcalf (hould 
choofe. To this the other agreed, believing 
that he could cafily keep pace with Mctcalf 
till he (hould arrive within fight of the Crofs, 
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and that be could then pu(h forward, and 
beat him. But when they got within half a 
mile of the town, Mctcalf quitted the road 
•which leads over the High Bridge, and, 
knowing that his antagonift could not fwim, 
made for a deep part of the river above 
Bridge, and divcfting himfclf of his upper 
drapery, (xzm acrofs j at the fame time cal- 
ling out jceringly to his adverfafy, .** that he 
hoped for the pleafurc of hils company up to 
the Crofs/* The other, not liking to com- 
mit himfclf to the wxiter, gave up the wager. 
About this time. Dr. Chambers, of 
Ripon, had a well-made horfc, which hie 
ufed to hunt ; but finding that latterly he 
became a great (tumbler, he exchanged hira 
with a dealer, who took him to Harrogate, 
and meeting with Metcalf, told him he bad 
an excellent hunter to fell at a low price.— 
Metcalf dcfired to try how the horfe leaped, 
and the owner agreeing, he mounted him, 
and found that he could go over any wall or 
fence, the height of himfclf when faddled, 
A bargain was foon ftruck j and this hap* 
\ pcning 
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pemng at the Qaeen's Head, fcvcral gen- 
tlemen who were witneffes of the horfc's 
performance invited Mctcalf to accompany 
them, two days after, to Belmont Wood, 
where a pack of hounds were to throw off. 

Thcfc hounds were the joint property of 
Francis Trapps, Efq; and his brother, of 
Niddj iftar Ripley, A pack fuperior to this 
was not to be found in the kingdom; nor 
were the owners thcmfelves ever cxrcelled in 
their attention to their dogs and hunters. 

The wifhed-for day arriving, Metcalf at- 
tended the gentlemen, and the hounds were 
not long in finding. The fox took away to 
Plumpton Rocks, but finding all fecure there 
he made for Stockeld Wood, and found 
matters in the fame ftate as at Plump- 
ton. — ^^He had then run about fix miles. 
He came back, and croffed the river Nidd 
near the Old Abl^ey, and went on the Eaft 
fide of Knarefborough, to a pUce called 
Coney-Garths (where there were earths) 
near Scriven. . Metcalf 's horfe carried him 
nobly J pulling hard, and requiring propor- 
tionate 
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tionatc rcfiflancc. The wind being high, 
Mctcalf loft his hat, but would not flop to 
recover it ; and coming to Thiftlc-HilJ, 
near Knarefborough, he refolved to crofs the 
river at the Abbey-Mill, having often before 
gone, on footy over the dam-ftones. When 
he got to the dam, he attended to the noifc 
of the fall, as a guide, and ranging his horfc 
in a line with the ft ones, daflied forward for 
fome part of the way ; but the ftones being 
flippery with a kind of mofs, his horfe ftum- 
blcd, but recovered this and a fecond blun- 
der : the third time, however, floundering 
completely, away went horfe and rider into 
the dam. Metcalf had prcfence of mind to 
difengage his feet from the ftirrups, during 
the defcent ; but both the horfe and himfelf 
were immerfed over head in water. He 
then quitted his feat, and made for the oppo- 
fite fide, the horfe following him. Having 
fecurcd his nag, he laid himfelf down on his 
back, and hrld up his heels to let the water 
run out of his boots ; which done, he quickly 
re-mounted, and went up a narrow. lane 

which 
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which fcads to th« road'b-twcen Knaref- 
Korough and Wetherby ; then through fomc 
lanes on the North-Eaft fide of Knaref- 
borough ; and croffirig the Boroughbridge 
roadvhe got to the Coney-Garths, where he 
found that tlie whippcr-in only had arrived^ 
before him. 

Here the fox had earthed, as was expcfted ; 
and the other horfemcn (who had gone ovef 
the Low Bridge, and through the town) 
sfter fome time came up. — They were much 
furprifed at finding Metcalf there, and attri- 
buted the foakcd condition of hiinfelf and 
horfc to profuf^ fweating ; nor were they 
undeceived till (giving up the fox) they got 
to Scrivcn, where, upon an explanation of 
the affair, they laughed heartily. 

In the c?fcle of Metcalf 's acquaintance at 
Knarefborough were two young men, whofe 
fifter lived with them in the capacity of. 
houfekeeper ; and (he being of a jocular 
turn, would often, on Metcalf 's calling at 
the houfe, propofe fuch whimfical fchemes 
to him, as gave him reafon to believe that to 
E laugh 
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laugh and be merry was the chief bufincfs of 
her life. However, (he one evening apprifed 
him of her intention to pay him a'vifit in the 
night, and defired him to leave his door 
unlocl5:ed. A knowledge of the woman's 
mirthful propenfity made him at firft con* 
fider this as a joke ; but, on the other hand^ 
he though it pojjible that a real affignation 
was intended ; and being too gallant to 
difappoint a lady^ he told her he would obey 
her orders. Too fure for the future peace 
of Metcalf, the lady was punftual to her 
appointment ; coming at the dead time of 
night to his mother's houfe, unawed at paf- 
fing by the churchy whofe fanftion was -want^ 
ing. It would be impertinent to detain the 
reader on the fubjeft of the meeting : fufficc 
it to fay, that Metcalf too had unfortunately 
left his fcruples at another houfe. In a few- 
months after, this tender creature accoftcd 
him in the ufual way — ** I am ruined!— 
undone ! — loft for ever, if you do not make 
an honeft woman of me ! — '* &c« &c» 

What- 
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Whatever campunftion Mctcalf might 
have felt in a cafe of ccmfiding innocence, 
pleading for the only compcnfation in his 
power, he did not think his confcicn'ce very 
deeply intercftcd in the prcfcnt : befides, his 
heart was ftrongly attached to his firft truly 
refpeSabIc and worthy miftrefs. — His bufi*- 
ncfs, therefore, was to pacify a troublcfomc 
client^ which he did in the beft manner he 
was able. The adventure with this dulcinea 
had happened previous to the above-mcn- 
Jtioned hunt j but when Metcalf accompa- 
nied the gentlemen from the Coney- Garths 
to the village of Scrivcn, be there heard, on 
the authority of the landlord of the inn, that 
a woman bad gone that day to filiate a child 
to him. He Endeavoured to be merry on 
the occafion, allcdging^ that it could not be 
fo, as he had not feen the woman for fcvcral 
years. This produced a laugh among the 
company ; but with Metcalf it foon took a 
more fcrious turn. On his return to Harro- 
gate he employed his fellow- fidler to procure 
a meeting between him and his favourite, 
Ez Do. 
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DcTothy Bcnfon, vhich was cffcded with 
feme t! iTiculty ; and he took this occafion 
to inform htr of his difgracr, judging it 
better to be before-hand with hrr, in a mat- 
ter which could net be long concealed.— 
" Ah ! John," replied flic, '' thoa haft got 
iLto a fad fcrapc : but I intreat :hte, do not 
think of marrying her/' Having quieted 
the fears of his favourite on that fcore, he 
dcfired his cfliftant to go with him to Knaref- 
borcugh, to found the conjl; but before they 
had got half way, his companion exclainacd^ 
" Here is the Town-Officer coming T' Mct- 
calf propcfed walking fmartly en,- without 
noticing him ; but when they got near, the 
Officer, who was a Quaker, called out, 
<*Stop, I want to fpeak with thee/' He 
then explained his errand, and prcffed Mct- 
calf much to marry the woman ; to which 
he replied, that he had no thoughts of mar- 
riage, and defired to know whether for 
thirty or forty pounds in money the matter 
might be made up* ** Yea, friend,*' faid 
Jonathan, "perhaps I can fettle the affair 

for 
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for thcc on thofe terms/' On this, Mctcalf 
obfcrvcd to him, that he muft go to Harro- 
gate, his money being th^re. The Qnaker 
agreeing, they went together to a public- 
houfe, where Metcalf called for a tankard of 
punch, drank part of it, and fceming very 
chearful, faid, " I muft go and coUeft my 
money : as it is in various hands, perhaps it 
*will be an hour or more before I can return ; 
fo drink your punch, and call for more/* 
This pretext fuccecding, he left Jonathan to 
regale himfclf at his own fuit ; and choofing' 
the mod private way to a thick wood, he 
there fecretcd himfelf all day. After fdme 
hours waiting, the man of the broad brim 
loft all patience, and fet oijt in queft of his 
profane Ward ; when meeting a gentleman, 
he thus ctccoitcd him : " Friend ! have thee, 
perchance, feen a blind fidlcr ?*' The gen- 
tleman replied, " I tliought that a perfon of 
thy ctoth had not wanted a fidler." " I tell 
thee I want one' at this time," quoth Ihe 
Quaker ; who, after fome other fruillcft 
inquiries, went home. 

E3 At 
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At night, Mctcalf ventured- to break 
cover ; and judging it unfafc to remain in 
the neighbourhood of the hounds^ he gave 
his aili(lant dircdions to put his little affairs 
in order — then mounting his horfe, he took 
the road for Scarborough. 

As he was walking one day on the fands, 
with a friend, he refolvcd to take a fwim ia 
the fea, his companion agreeing to give him 
an halloo when he fhould think he had gone 
far enough outward ; but the other, not 
* making a fufEcicnt allowance for the noife 
of the fea, fuffered him to go out of hearing 
before he fliouted, and Metcalf continued 
fwimming until he got out of the fight of his 
friend, who now fufpefted he fliould fee him 
no more. At length he began to refleft^ 
that, fliould he proceed on to Holland, he 
had nothing in his pocket to make him wel- 
come ; — fo turning, and removing his 
hair from his ears, he thought he heard the 
breakers beating againft the pier which 
defends the Spa : finding, by the noife, that 

he 
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he was at a gre^t diftancc, he incrcafed his 
efforts, and happening to be right, he landed 
in fafcty, and relieved his friend from a very 
painful fituation. 

Having an' aunt at Whitby, near the 
AUum. works, he went there, left his horfc, 
and got on board an allucn fhip bound for 
"London. 

In London he met with a North-country 
man who played on the fmall pipes, and 
who frequented the houfes of many gentle- 
men in town. By his intelligence Metcalf 
found out feveral who were in the habit of 
vifiling Harrogate ; and amongft others. 
Colonel Liddcll, who refided in King-ftreet, 
Co vent- Garden, and who gave him a gene- 
ral invitation to his houfe. The Colonel was 
a Member of Parliament for Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, and lived at Ravenfworth-Caftle, 
near Newcaftie - upon - Tyne ; and on his 
return from London into the North, which 
generally happened in the month of May, 
he ilopped three weeks at Harrogate, for a 
number of years facceflively. 

When 
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When the winter was over, Mctcalf 
thought he mud take a hek out of London* 
Accordingly he fct out through Kcnfmgton, 
Hammcrfmich, Colnbrook, Maidenhead, and 
Reading, in Berkfhire ; and returned by 
Windfor, and Hampton.Court, to London^ 
in the beginning of May. In his absence. 
Colonel Liddcll had fent to his lodgings, to 
let him know that he was going to Harrogate, 
and that, if agreeable to him, he might go 
down cither behind his coach or on the top. 
Mctcalf, on his return, waited upon the 
Colonel, and thanked him, but declined his 
kind offer, obfsrving, that he could, with 
great cafe, walk as far in a day a^ he wx^old 
choofc to traYcl. The next day, at noofl, 
the Colonel, and his fuite, confiding of Cx- 
teen fervants on horfcback, fet off, Metcalf 
ftarting about an hour before them. They 
were to go by way of Bugden, and he made 
his way to Barnet. A little way from Barnet 
the Bugden and St. Albans roads part, and 
he had taken the latter : however, he made 
good the deftined ftagc for flccping, which 

was 
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was Welling, and arrived a llitle before the 
' Colonel, who was farprized at his perform- 
ince. Mctcalf fct oflf again the next morn- 
ing before his friends, and coming to Big^ 
glcfwadc, found the road was croffcd with 
water, there bting no bridge at that time. 
He made a circuitous caft, but found no 
other way, except a foot-path which he was 
dubious of trufting. A perfon coming up, 
afkcd, " What road are yoa for ?'* — He 
anfwercd, "For Bugden*'* "You have had 
fome liquor this morning, I fuppoff ,'* faid 
the ftranger, — "Yes,** replied Met calf ; al- 
though he had tafted none that day. The 
ftrangcr then bid him follow, and he would 
bring him into the highway. Soon after 
they came to fome flaices, with planks laid 
acrofs, and Meicalf followed by the found of 
his guide's feet ; then to a gate, on the fide 
of the turnpike, which being locked, he was 
told to climb over. Mctcalf was ftruck 
with the kind attention of his conductor, 
and taking twopence from his pocket, faid, 
'** Here, good fellow, take that, and get thcc 

a 
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a pint of beer j" but the other declined it, 
faying he was welcome. Mctcalf, howeveri 
prcfTing the reward upon him, was aikcd, 
*^Can you fee very well ?" *' Not remarkably 
well," he replied. " My friend/' faid the 
ftrangcr, " 1 do not mean to iythe you :«— I 
am Re£tor of this pariih ; and fo God blc& 
you, and I widi you a good journey/' McN 
calf fct forward with the parfon's benedio 
tion, and flopped every night with the Colo* 
ncl : On coming to Wetherby, he arrived at 
the inn before him, as ufual, and told the 
landlord of his approach, who afked him. by 
what means he had become acquainted with 
that, and was informed by him how he bad 
preceded the Colonel the whole wcek^ this 
being Saturday, and they had left town OA 
Monday noon. The Colonel arriving, or- 
dered Mctcalf into his room, and propofed 
halting till Monday j but Mctcalf replied^^ 
*^ With your leave. Sir, I fliall go to Harro- 
gate to- night, and meet you there on Mon« 
day." In truth, he was anxious to know 
the worft rcfpcfting the woman who had 

bcca 
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been the caufc of his journey ; and was 
much plcafcd to find matters in a better 
train than he cxpcfted, (he being in a cotn- 
fortablc way, and not inclined to be farther 
troublefomc. Many friends vifited him on 
Sunday, and the next day the Colonel ar- 
rived. But of all his friends, the deareft 
was at the Royal Oak : with her he had an 
affedionate meeting, after an abfence of 
feven months. During this incerval a young 
man had been paying his addrcffes to her ; 
and knowing that Metcalf was acquainted 
with the family, he folicited him to ufe what 
intercfl: he had in his behalf: this, when 
made known to the lady by the man of her 
heart, afforded them both great entertain- 
mcnt. 

Metcalf became now in great requeft as a 
performer at Ri^v^n affcmbly, which was 
reforted to by many families of diftinftion, 
fuch as thofc of Sir Walter Blacket of 
Newby, Sir John Wray, Sir R. Graham, 
'Squite Rhodes, 'Squire Aiflaby of Studlcy, 
and many others* When he played alone, 

it 
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it was'ufual with him, after the aff-mbly, to 
fet ofF for Harrogate or Knarc (borough ; but 
when he had an afiiftant, he remained all 
night at Ripon to keep him company, his 
partner being afraid to lide in the dark- 
Finding himfclf worth fifteen pounds, (a 
larger fum than he ever before had to fpare) 
he made his favourite Mifs Benfon his trca- 
furer ; but as he had not yet begun to fpecu- 
late in the purchafe of land, and a main of 
cocks being made in the neighbourhood, he 
became a party, and dt awing his cafh from 
the hands of his fair basker, he loft two- 
thirds of his whole fortune.— The remaining 
five pounds he laid on a hojfe which was to 
run at York a few days after ; and though* 
he had the good fortune to win the laft 
wager. Lis general imprudence in this way 
produced a little (hynefs from his (weethcart. 
His competitor (not fufpecting the intr* 
macy between Metcalf and the young lady) 
pufhed his fuit briikly ; and after a fliort 
time, banns were publifhed in the churches 
of Knarefborough and Kirby*Ovcrblow.-J» 

Metcalf 
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Metcalf was much furprifed, having long 
thought himfcH fccurc of her affeftion. He 
now began to believe that (he had laid more 
firefs on his late follies than he had been 
tiware of, and the remembrance of them gave 
him exquiflftc pain, for he loved her tender- 
ly, and was rcftrained from propofing mar- 
riage to her only by the doubts he had of 
being able to fupport her in the manner (he 
had been accuftomed to. On the other 
hand, his pride made him difdain to (hew 
that he was hurt, or to take any meafures 
to prevent the match. The publication of 
banns being complete, the wedding-day was 
appointqd.— The fuppofcd bridegroom had 
provided an entertainment at his houfe for 
upwards of two hundred people ; and going 
with a few friends to Harrogate on the Sun- 
day, propofcd the following day for the 
nuptials, which were to be folcmnized at 
Knarcfborough, intending to return to Har- 
rogate to brcakfaft, where a bride-cake was 
ready, with a hamper of wine, which latter 
was to have been carried to Kirby, for the 
wfe of the gucfts he had invited. 

F On 
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On the Sunday, Metcalf riding pretty 
fmartly pad the Royal Oak, towards the 
Qaeen's Head, was loudly accofled in thcfe 
words — ^^ One wants to fpcak with you." 
He turned immediately to the (tables of the 
Oak, and, to his joyful furprifc, found there 
his favourite, who had fent her mother's 
maid to call him. " Well, lafs,*' faid he, 
** thou's going to have a merry day to-mor- 
row ; am I to be the fidler ?''~« Thou 
never (halt fiddle at my wedding," replied 
fhe. <' What's the matter ? What have I 
done?'' faid Metcalf. — '^Matters may not 
end," faid fhe, '^ as fome folks wifti they 
ftould." " What !" faid he, *' hadft thou 
rather have me ? Canfl: thou bear ftarving ?" 
—'' Yes," faid fhe, '' with ihce I can !" 
*^ Give me thy hand, then, lafs, — (kin for 
fkin, it's all done !" 

The girl who had called him being prefent, 
he told her, that as (he and his horfc were 
the only witnefTcs to what had pafTed, he 
would kill the firft who (hould divulge it. — 
The immediate concern was to fix on fomc 

plan. 
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plan, as Mifs Benfon was apprehenfive of 
being miffed by her friends. — Jack, ever 
prompt at an expedient, defired that (he 
would that night place a lighted candle ia 
one of the wmdows of the old houfe, as 
foon as the coafl: was clear, and hcrfeif ready 
to fet ofF, which will doubtlcfs appear to the 
reader a very extraordinary fignal to a blind 
man ; - but he had conceived meafurcs for 
carrying the projeftcd elopement into effeft 
by the affiftance of a third perfoji. This 
being approved of, Ihe went into the houfe, 
and in a fliort time was followed by Metcalf, 
who was warmly received by the fuppofed 
bridegroom and company. The tankard 
went brifkly round with " Succefs to the 
intended couple ;" in which toaft, it may be 
readily believed, Metcalf joined them mod 
cordially. 

Having flayed till it was near dark, he 
thought it time for putting bufmefs into a 
proper train. Going then to a public houfe 
known by the name of the World's End, he 
inquired for the oftler, whom he knew to be 
Fa a 
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a Heady fellow ; and after abtalning from 
this man a promife cither to fervc him in an 
affair of moment in which he was engaged, 
or keep the fccrct, be related the particulars 
of bis aiTignation, and the intended elope- 
ment ; to forward which, he defired him to 
let them have his mailer's marc, which he 
knew would carry double. — This agreed on, 
he requcfted the further fervicc of meeting 
him at the Raffle Shop (now the Library) at 
ten o'clock : a whiftlc was to be given by 
the firft who got there, as a fignaU They 
met pretty punSually; and Metcalf a(ked 
him if he faw a ftar, meaning thi light before 
mentioned : he faid, he did not ; but in left 
than half an hour the Jlar was in the place 
appointed. They then left the horfcs at a 
liitle diftance from the houfc, not^chooling to 
▼enture into the court-yard, it being paved. 
On the door being opened by the lady, he 
afked her if {he was ready ; to which (he 
replied in the affirmative. — He advifed her^ 
however^ to pack up a gown or two, as flic 
probably might not fee her mother again for 

feme 
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Ibinc time. The oftler having recommended 
the lady's pillion to Metcalf, in preference to 
that of his miftrefs, he afked her for it :— 
« O dear !" faid fhe, " it is in the other 
houfe ; but we mud have it/' She then 
went to the window and called up her fifter, 
who let her in. The pillion and cloth were 
in the room where the fuppofed bridegroom 
flepc ; and on his feeing her enter, fhe 
faid, " ril take this and brufh it, that it 
may be ready in the morning." "That's 
well thought on, my dear/* faid he. She 
then came down, and all three went to the 
horfes. IVIetcalf mounted her behind his 
friend, then got upon his own horfe, and 
away they went. At that time it was net a 
matter of fo much difficulty to get married 
as it is at prefent ; and they, with only the 
trouble of riding twelve miles, and at a fmall 
cxpence, were united. 

Metcalf left his bride, on his return, at a. 
friend's houfe within five miles of Harrogate, 
but did not difmount, being in hafle ta 
return the mare he had borrowed with 
French leave. A few minutes after their 
F3 return,. 
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return, Mr. Body, the landlord, called for 
his mare, to go to Knareiborougb, and 
fortunately fhc was ready for him. 

Mctcalf now went to the Queen's Head, 
to perform the ufual fcrvicc of playing 
during the brcakfaft half hour. His over- 
night's excurfion made him rather thought^ 
ful, having got a birdy but no cage for it. 
While he was mufing on this fubjeft, aii 
acquaintance, who made one of the intended 
bridegroom's company the evening before, 
came up, and a&ed him to take a glafs with 
him. Metcalr quickly gueffed what his bufi- 
ncfc was, but adjourned with him to a private 
room, fcemingly unconcerned. " Metcalf,'^ 
faid he "a fl range thing has happened fince 
you were with us-laft night, concerning 
Dolly Benfon, who was to have been mar- 
tied this morning to Anthony DJckinfon.-— 
You are fufpeftcjJ of knowing fomcthing 
about the former ; iand I fliall briefly ftatc tO; 
you the confternation which her difappcar- 
ance has occafioned, and the reafons why 
fufpicion falls upon you. This morning,; 
early, the bridegroom went to Knarcfbo- 

roughs 
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rough, and informed the Rev, Mr. Collini 
that he and bis intended -wife were coming 
that forenoon to be married. In his abfencc 
Mrs. Bcnfon and her other daughter brgan 
to prepare for breakfaft ; and obfcrving that 
Dolly lay very long in bed, her motbc*^ 
defircd that flic might be called ; but her 
ufual bedfellow declaring that (he had not 
flept with her, flie was ordered to fjck her 
in fome of the other rooms. This was done,, 
but in vain.. They then took it for granted 
that fhe had taken a ride with Mr. Dickin- 

'fon ; biit^ie returning, cculd give no account 
of her. All her friends began now to be 
very ferioufly alarmed j and, amongft other 
fearful eonjeftures, fuppofcd that (lie might 
have fallen into the well, in attempting to 
draw water for brcakfaft j and actually got 
fome iron creepers, and fearched the well. 
Her brother then took horfe, and rode to 
Burton-Leonard, t(5 a young man who had 
flightly paid his addrtflts to her, and, inform- 
ing him of the diftrefs of the family, begged 
he would give information^ if in his power. 
The young man immediately aflkcd him if he 

I . had 
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bad fcen Blind Jack ; he anfwcrcd, that you 
were at the Oak laft night, but did not in 
the leaft fufpeft you. — The other, however, 
pcrliftcd in the opinion that you were moft 
likely to know where the girl was, and gave 
the following incident as a reafon : Being, 
not long fince, at a dance, where Mifs Ben- 
fon made one, he obfcrved her wiping a 
profufc perfpiraficn from your face, with an 
handkerchief J and this act was accompanied 
by a look fo tender, as left no doubt in hia 
mind of her being (trongly attached to you.**^ 
This narrative (a part of which was no- 
nev(^s to Metcalf ) was fcarcely finifhed, when* 
young B;;nfon appeared ; and Melcalf put an 
end to all inquiry, by declaring the. truth : 
and thinking it his duty to conciliate, if 
poffible, thofe whcm he had offended, he 
employed the fofteft phrafes he was mafter 
of on the occafion. He begged pardon^ 
through their fon, of Mr. and Mrs. Benfon, 
whom he did not prefume to call father and 
mother, and wiflicd th^^m to believe that the 
warmth of his paflion for their daughter, 
with the defpair of obtaining their confcnt, 

had 
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had led him to the meafarcs he had taken'; 
and that he would make them the beft 
imcnd^ in his power, by the affedlionatc 
conduft he fliould obfcrvc to his wife. 

The fon, in part pacified, left Metcalf, and 
reported this declaration to his parents : but 
they were juft as well pleafed at it, as they 
would have been at the fight of their build* 
ing in flames } and, in the height of paffion, 
declared they would put him to death, if 
they met with him* 

• The poor forlorn Dickinfon then departed, 
accompanied by one of Mr. Bcnfon's fons. 
When they got near bis home, they heard 
two fets of bells, viz* ihofe of FoUfoot and 
Kirby Overblow, ringing, in expcflation of 
the arrival of the bride and groom ; but the 
found was more like that of a knell to Dickin- 
fon, who fell from his horfe through anguifli, 
but was .relieved by the attention of his friend. 
The company were furprifed at not feeing the 
bride ; but matters were foon explained, and 
they were defired to partake of the fare pro- 
vided for them. 

Metcalf 
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Metcalf not being able, at once, to pro- 
cure a Palace for bis ^ict?iy took a faiall 
houfc at Knarelborough. It now became 
matter of wonder that (he ftiould have pre- 
ferred a blind man to Dickinfon, fhc being 
as handfomc a woman as any in the country* 
A lady having afkcd her why (he had rcfufed 
fo many good offers for Blind Jack ; (he 
anfwcred, " Becaufe I could not be bappj 
without him :*' And being more particularly 
queftiorxd, (he replied, "His aftions arc fa 
Angular, and his fpirit fo manly and enter- 
prifmg, that I could not help liking him/* 
Metcalf being interrogated, on his part^ how 
he had contrived to obtain the lady, replied. 
That many women were like liquor-mcr- 
chants, who purchafe fpirits above proof, 
knowing that they can lower them at home j 
and this, he thought, would account why 
many a rake got a wife, while your plodding 
fons of phlegm were doomed to celibacy. 

He now went to Harrogate, as ufual, with 
the exception of one houfe. Meeting with 
a butcher there one day, and drinking pretty 

frc^lyj^ 
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freely, a wager was propofcd to Metcalf, 
that he durft not vifit his mother-m-law. 
He took the wager, mounted his horfe, and 
riding up to the kitchen-door, called for a 
pint of wine. There being then only women 
in the houfe, they all ran up flairs in a fright. 
He then rode into the kitchen, through the 
houfe, and out at the hall- door, no one 
molcfting him. As there were many evi- 
dcnccs to this afl: of heroifm^ he returned, 
and demanding the flakes, received them 
without oppofuion. 

The Harrogate feafon being on the decline, 
he retired to Knarcfboroiigh^ where he pur- 
chafed an old houfe, intending to build on 
its fcite the next fummer. Aflifted by ano- 
ther ftout man, he began to get ftones up 
from the river ; and being much ufed to the 
water, took great delight in this fort of work. 
Meeting with fomc workmen, he told them 
the intended dimenfions of his houfe, and 
they named a price, by the rood, for build- 
ing it : but Metcalf, calculating from his 
own head, found that their cftimace would 

not 
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not do ; fo letting ihcm the job by lump 
agreement, they completed it at about half 
the fum which they would have got by the 
rood. 

He now went to the Oak, to demand bit 
wife's cloaths, but was rcfufed : on a fecond 
application, however, he fucccedcd. Hii 
wife having brought him a boy, and feme 
genteel people being the fponfors, they em- 
ployed their good offices to heal (he breach 
between the families, and were fo fortunate 
as to fuccced. On the birth of a daughter 
(the fecond child) Mrs. B;;nfon hcrfclf was 
godmother, and prcfented Metcalf with fifty 
guineas. 

He continued to play at Harrogate in the 
feafon ; and fct up a four-wheel chaife^ and 
a one-horfe chair, for public accommodation, 
there having been nothing of the kind there 
before. — He kept thofe vehicles two fum- 
mcr^ when ihc innkeepers beginning to run 
chaifes, he gave them up ; as he alfo did 
racing, and hunting ; but ftill wanting em- 
ployment, he bought horfes, and went to 

Ihc 
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the coaft for fiflh, which he took to Leeds 
and Manchefter ; and fo indefatigable was 
he, that he would frequently walk for two 
nights and a day, with little or no reft. 

Going from Knarefborough to Leeds in a 
fnow-ftorm, and croffing a brook, the ice 
gave way under one of his horfes, and he 
was under the neceffity of unloading to get 
him out ; but the horfe as foon as free ran back 
to Knarefborough, leaving him with two pan- 
niers of fi(h, and three other loaded horfes, 
which, together with the badnrfs of the 
night, greatly perplexed him : — After much 
difficulty, however, he divided the weight 
amongft the others, and purfuing his journey, 
arrived at Leeds by break of day. 

Once paiEng through Halifax, he ftopped 
at an inn called the Broad Stone. The land- 
lord's foD and fome others who frequented 
Harrogate feeing Metcalf come in, and hav- 
ing often heard of his exploits, fignified a 
wifh to play at cards with him : he agreed, 
and accordingly they fent for a pack, which 
he dcfircd to examine a little. The man of 
G the 
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the houfe being his friend, he could depend 
upon his honour in preventing deception. 
They began, and Metcalf beat four of them 
in turn ; playing for liquor only. Not fatif- 
fled with this, fome of the company propofed 
playing for money ; when engaging at Ihil- 
ling whid, Metcalf won fifteen Ihillings. 
The party who loft then propofed to play 
double or quit, but Metcalf declined playing 
for more than (hilling points ; till at laft 
yielding to much importunity, he got en- 
gaged for guineas, and, favoured by fortune, 
won ten, the whole fum late in the poffeffion 
of the lofer, who took up the cards, and 
going out, foon returned with eight guineas 
more : Metcalf 's friend examined the cards, 
to fee that they were not marked ; and find- 
ing all fair, they went on again, until thofc 
eight pieces followed the other ten. They 
then drank freely at Metcalf *s coftj he being 
in good circumftances to treat. About 
ten at night he took his leave, faying he muft 
be at KnarefboroHgh in the morning, having 
fcnt his horfcs before. On his way he crof- 

fed 
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fed the river Wharfc about a mile befow 
Poole: the water being high, his horfe fwam^ 
but he ^ot fafe home ; and this ended his 
purfuits as a fiihmonger,> the profits being 
fmall, and his fatigue very confiderable. 

From the period of his difcontinuing the 
bufinefs of fiOimonger, Metcalf continued in 
the pradice of attending Harrogate, as a 
player on the violin in the Long*room, until 
the commencement of the Rebellion in 1745* 

The events of that period having been fo 
numeroufly and fo minutely detailed^ that 
any one the lead converfaiit in the hiftory of 
this country Cannot be unacquainted with the 
origin, progrefs, and termination of the civil 
commotions which agitated it,-^it would 
appear unneceiTary to obtrude the narration 
of them here, further than may feem needful 
to introduce the part in which Metcalf bore 
a perfonal (hare. The circumftance of hig 
commencing foldicr^ was at that time, and 
will ftill by the reader, be looked upon as a 
very extraordinary proceeding of one in hig 
Situation. 

Gi The 
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The alarm which took place, in confe- 
qucncc of that event, was general ; and 
loyalty to the reigning Sovereign, and 
Government, with mcafures for refiftancc 
to the Rebel Party, jQionc no where more 
confpicuous than in the County of York. 

Amongft the many inftanccs which mark 
this, none were more ftriking than the fig- 
nally.gallant conduft of the late William 
Thornton, Efq; of Thornville. 

The opinion of that gentleman, as deli* 
vered at the General County Meeting held at 
the Caftle of York, was, that the four thou- 
fand men, (for the raifmg, cloathing^ and 
maintaining of which ninety thou/and pcundi 
had been fubfcribed) (hould be embodied in 
companies with the regulars, and march with 
the King's forces to any part where their 
fcrvices might be required. — This mode of 
proceeding, however, not meeting the opi- 
nion of the majority of the gentlemen prcfent, . 
he determined to raifc a company at his own 
txpcncc. 

In 
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In cdnfcqucncc of that rcfolmion, Mr* 
Thornton went to Knarclborough about the 
firft of Oaobcr, 1745 ; and Metcalf having 
for fcvcral years been in the praftice of vifit- 
ing that gentleman's manfion, (particularly 
at the feftivc feafon of Chriftmas, where, 
with his violin and hautboy, he allifled to 
entertain tlie family) Mr. Thornton was well 
acquainted with his extraordinary dirpbfition, 
and, imagining thit he might be of fervict to 
him in his prefect undertaking, fcnt for our 
blind hero to his inn, treated him liberally 
with punch, and, informing him " that the 
French were coming to join the Scotch 
rebels, the confcquence of which would be, 
that if not vigouroufly oppofed, they would 
violate all our wives, daughters, and fitters,*^' 
a(ked him if he had fpirit to join the company 
about to be raited. Metcalf inftantly giving 
an affirmative anfwer, was alked whether he 
knew of any fpirited fellows who were likely 
to make good foldiers ; and having fatisfied 
his patron on this head alfo, he was appointed 
an aiEftant to a fcrj.eant already procured, 
G 3 mii^ 
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with orders to begin recruiting the next 
day. This fervice went on with rapid fuc- 
ccfs: fevcral carpenters, fmhhs, and other 
artificers were engaged, to all of whom 
Mctcalf promifed great military advance- 
ment, or, in default of that, places of vaft 
profit under Government, as fpon as the 
matter was over, which he called only a 
btt/lle ; thus following the example of other 
decoy ducks, by promifing very unlikely 
things. 

Such was their fuccefs, that in two days 
only they enlifted one hundred and forty 
men, out of whom the Captain drafted fixty- 
four, (the number of privates he wanted) 
and fent immediately to Leeds for cloth of a 
good quality for their cloathing. The coats, 
were blue, trimmed and faced with buff; 
and buff waiflcoats. The taylors he had 
employed rcfufmg to work on a Sunday, he 
rebuked their fanatical fcruples in thefc 
words : " You rafcals ! if your houfes were 
on fire, would you not be glad to extinguifli; 
the flames on a Sunday f^' which hajd the 

dc* 
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Jefircd efFca. Arms being procured from 
the Tower, the men were conftantly and 
regularly drilled. Such of them as had 
relations in the public line, would frequently 
bring their companions to drink, for the 
benefit of the refpeftive houfes ; and Mctcalf 
never failed to attend one or other of thofc 
parties, his fiddle and hautboy contributing 
to make the, time pafs agreeably: and the. 
worthy Captain was liberal in his allowance 
of money for fuch fcftive purpofcs, infomuch 
that had he wanted five hundred men, he 
could eafily have obtained them. Soon after 
he brought them to Thornville, where he; 
ordered every other day a fat ox to be killed 
for their entertainment, and gave them beer 
fevcn years old, expreffing a great pleafure 
at its being rcfcrved for fo good a purpofe. 

He now began to found the company as to 
their attachment to the caufe and to himfclf. 
"My lads,** faid he, "you are going to 
form a part of a ring-fence to the fineft 
cftate in the world ! The King's army is on 
its march to the Northward i and I have 

the 
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the plcafing confidence that all of you are 
willing to join them/'— They replied, as if 
one foul had animated them, *< We will 
follow you to the world^s end !'* 

All matters being adjufted, the company 
was drawn up^ and amongfl; them Blind 
Jack made no yJ/i^// figure, being near fix 
feet two inches high, and, like his compa- 
nions, drcflcd in blue and buff, with a large 
gold-laced hat: So well pleafed was the 
Captain with his appearance, that he faid he 
would give an hundred guineas for only one 
eye to flick in the head of his dark champions- 
Jack now played a march of the Captain's 
choofing, and off they moved for Borough*^ 
bridge. Capt. Thornton having a difcretion* 
ary route, took his march over the moors, in 
expcdtation of meeting feme of the ftraggling 
parties of the rebel army ; and quartered at 
fcvcral villages in his way, where he was 
kindly received, and vifited by the heads of 
the gentccleft families in the neighbourhood, 
vho generally fpcnt the evenings with him* 
Mctcaif being always at the Captain's quar- 
ters. 
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tcrs, played on the violin, accompanied by a 
good voice, ^^ Britons ! Jirike homey* and 
other loyal and popular airs, much to the 
fatisfafltion of the vifitors, who frequently 
offered him money, but this he always re- 
fufed, knowing that his acceptance of it 
would difpleafe his commander. 

Arriving at NcwcafHe, they joined the 
army under the command of General Wade, 
by whofe order they were united with Pultc- 
ncy's regiment, which, having fuffcred much 
in fome late aftions abroad, was thought 
the wcakcft. Captain Thornton gave orders 
for tents for his men, and a marquee for 
himfelf, for which he paid the upholftercr 
eighty guineas. He pitched them on New- 
caftle Moor, and gave a pair of blankets to 
each tent. Jack obferved to his Captain, 
*' Sir, I live next door to you : but it is a 
cuftom, on coming to a new houfe, <o have 
it •warmed.*' The Captain knowing his 
meaning, faid, "How much will. do?"— 
•Jack anfwercd, " Three {billings a tent j'* 
which the Captain gencroufly gave, and faid, 

"As 
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<* As you join Paltcney's regiment, they will 
fmcU your breath j" io he gave them ten 
guineas, being one to each company. On 
the night of th^r entertainment, the fnow 
fell fix inches. * 

After flopping here for about a week, the 
General received intelligence of the motions 
of the rebels, and gave orders to march by 
break of day for Hexham, in three cblumns, 
wifliing to intercept them upon the Weft 
road, as their route feenied to be for England 
that way. The tents were inftantly ftrack ; 
but the Swifs troops having the van, and not. 
being willing to move at fo early an hour^ 
it was half pad ten before they left the 
ground, and the fnow by that time was 
become extremely deep in feveral places : i% 
alfo proved a very fevere day for hail and 
froft. They were often three or four hours 
in marching a mile, the pioneers having tp 
lower the hills, and fill up feveral ditches, to 
make a pafiage for the artillery and baggage. 

About ten at night they arrived at Oving- 
toUi the place marked out for them> with 

ftraw 
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ftraw to rcfl: on ; but the ground was frozen 
to bstrd, that but few of the tent-pihs would 
enter it, and in thofe few tents which were 
pitched, the men lay one upon another, 
greatly fatigued with their march, it having 
been fifteen hours from the time of thdir 
ftriking the tents, till their arrival at this 
place, although the diftance is only fevcn 
miles. 

At eleven o'clock at night Captain Thornn 
ton left the camp, and went to Hexham, to 
vifit his relation. Sir Edward Blacket, and 
with a view of getting provifions and necef- 
faries for his men : he was only nine hours 
abfent, as, although it was Sunday morning, 
the march was to be continued. It having 
been cuftomary to burn the ftraw, to warm 
the men before they fct off, orders were 
here given to preferve it, in cafe it might be 
wanted on their return. However, Captain 
Thornton and the Lieutenant being abfcnt, 
and the Enfign having died at Newcaftle, 
Metcalf took it upon him to fay, " My lads, 
get the ftraw together, to burn ; our Captain 

will 



C 8* ] 

will pay for more, if wc fliould want it :" 
which being done, he took out his fiddle, 
notwithftanding the day, and played to the 
men whilft they danced round the fire ; 
which made the reft of the army obfervc 
them, though they did not follow their 
example. The Captain and Lieuteilant ar- 
riving in the midft of the bufinefs, exprcfled 
much pleafure and fatisfaftion in feeing the 
men thus recreate themfclves. 

That day they reached Hexham, where 
they halted. On Monday night, about ten 
o'clock, the army was put in motion by a 
falfc alarm. Here General Wade refolved 
to return; and immediately began the march 
for York, by way of Pierfebridge, Catterick, 
and Boroughbridge ; and continuing his 
route Southward, encamped his men on 
Clifford Moor, where they halted a few dayt, 
and then moved to a ground between Ferry* 
bridge and Knottinglcy. The rebels had 
now penetrated Southward as far as Derby ; 
but the General having heard that they had 
received a check from the Duke of Cumber- 

land) 



land, fcnt General Oglethorpe with a thou- 
fand hoif;: towards Manchcfter, either to 
harrafs the cneipy in their retreat, or to join 
the Duke's forces; and retyrned himfelf with 
the remainder, by Wakcfidd-Outwood, and 
Leeds, to Newcaftlc. 

In the mean time the Duke came up with 
the rebels at Clifton, on the borders of 
Wcftmorcland, of which Lord George Mur- 
ray, with the tear guard, had taken poffcffion, 
whilft another party had fortified themfelves 
behind three hedges and a ditch. 

The Duke coming upon the open moor 
after fun-fet, gave orders for three hundred 
dragoons to difmount, and advance to the 
brink of the ditch ; when the rebels fired 
upon them from behind the hedges, which 
they returned, and fell a few paces back : ' 
the rebels miftaking this for flight, rullied 
over the ditch, but meeting a warmer rccep- 
tion than they exptdcd, were glad ro retreat, 
and continued their route to Penrith. 

The Duke's army was not able to follow, 

owing to the badncfs of the roa\ls, and the 
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fatigue of a tedious march; but the next 
morning he purfucd them to Penrith ; and 
from thence to Carliile^ where they left part 
of their army. 

His Royal Highnefs thought it advifablc to 
reduce this place^ and accordingly fent for 
heavy artillery from Whitehaven^ which ar- 
riving on the 25th of December, the garrifon 
furrendered on the 3otb, and his Royal 
Highnefs returned to London. General 
Wade continued his march for the Nortb^ 
difmiffing all the foreigners from his army; 
and General Hawley on coming from London 
to take the command, was joined by fome 
regiments which had been withdrawn from 
Flanders. They marched to Edinburgh; 
from thence to Faikirk, and pitched their 
tents on the North-£a(l fide of the townj 
on the 1 6th of January. 

The Highland army being at Tor wood, 
about mid. way between Falkirk and Stirling, 
and diftant from the Englifli camp only about 
three miles, they could eafily difcovcr each 
•ther's camp.lights. The Englifli army laj: 

aU 



C 87 J 

all night on their arms, in cxpeSation of 
being attacked ; but the van and picquet 
guards came in on the morning of the 17th, 
having obfervcd no motions in the rebel 
camp which (hewed any iigns of an attack, 
although they were as near them as fafety 
would permit. Soon after, the enemy were 
obferved to move fomc of their colours from 
Torwood, towards Stirling, which made the 
Englifli fuppofe that they were retreating ; 
but this motion was a feint to deceive them. 
However, upon this appearance, the foldicrs 
were ordered to pile their arms, and take 
fomc^rcfreflimcnt } and although Lord Kil- 
marnock was in the rebel armyi General 
Hawley went to brcakfaft with Lady Kilmar- 
nock, at Callendar-Houfe. The enemy,- in 
the mean time, ftolc a march down a valley 
Northward, unperceived ; but juft before the 
army difcovcred them, they were fecn by a 
perfon who ran into the camp, exclaiming, 
" Gentlemen ! what are you about ? the 
Highlander? A^ill be upon you :'^ on which 
' fome of t\c officers faid, ** Seize that rafcal. 
Ha he 
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he is fpreaJing a falfc alarm.'-'—-** Will you, 
then, believe your own eyes ?'* replied the 
man ; uhcn inftautly the truth of his affcrtion 
became apparent, by their advaucmg to the 
liighcft ground upon Falkirk moor, the wind 
blowing ftrongly in the faces of the EngHlh, 
with a fevere rain. At this moment fcvcral 
had left the field as weil as the General; 
but the drums beat to arms, which caufcd 
thofe who were abfent to repair inftantly to 
the camp, and the lines were immediately 
formed. 

Captain Thornton's company was embo- 
died with the matroflcs, who were thought 
too weak ; and this was a great difappoinU 
.mcnt to him, v^hofe intention was to be ia 
the front, whenever an cngsgement fliould 
take place. Mctcilf played before them to 
the fi.^Id ; but the Hag cannon finking in a 
bog, Captain Thornton exclaimed, " D — n 
this accident ; we fhall fee no fport to-day :'* 
and leaving his troop to affift the matroffes 
in bringing up the cannon to tlieir ftation, 
he rode up oppcfitc to the horfc which were. 
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going to engage. The regiments of Hamil- 
ton and Gardner were put in the front; 
and the Highlanders, after firing their pieces, 
threw them down, and difcharged their piftols 
in the horfes* faces, which caufed them to 
retreat, much confufed : and on the Duke of 
Perth exclaiming aloud, "Although the borfc 
have given way, yet the work is not accom- 
pliflicd," the enemy purfucd with their broad 
fwords, cutting down the men as they fled ; 
and the horfes did great mifchicf, by break- 
ing through their own foot, the men crying 
out at the fame time, *• Dear brethren, we 
fliall all be maffacred this day !'* On their 
paffing the artillery, the Captain of the ma- 
trofles feeing their perilous fituation, gave 
orders for all the train horfes to be cut from 
the cannon.. General Hu{ke at this time 
came up with three regiments, and engaged 
the left wing of the Highlanders, ordering 
the. rear and centre to keep firing, and the 
front to refcrve. The rebels, as was their i 
cuftoro, after the difcharge of their pieces,'] 
ftung them away, and advanced with their 
H3 broadl 
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bread fwords clofc up to the firft line ;. whea 
the front inftantly fired, and being fo near, 
did more than double execution ; which 
caufed them to retreat, leaving a great nnm- 
ber dead upon the fpct. 

The General obferving a vafl body of the 
rebels on the right, drew up his men nearer 
Falkirk, and gave orders to keep the town 
until morning : however, on examining the 
powder, ihcy had. the mortification to find 
that the heavy rains had damaged it to fuch 
a degree,, that but few pieces could be fired ;„ 
and the village being open on ^11 fides, wa& 
a circumftance fo favourable to the enemy^ 
as induced that General to form the rjefolu- 
lion of quitting the town with all expedition^, 
and march to Linlithgow, where there waa^ 
more (helter under the walls^ in cafe of an. 
attack. — ^This meafure was fully juftified by 
the event ; for the enemy purfued fo clofely,, 
that many were taken by furprifc, as, in^ 
confequence of the order to keep the town^ 
aU night, fevcral had gone into the houfes to- 
put off their wet cloathes ; and thofe who- 

were 
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were apprifed of the retreat had no fooner 
kft the place, than the rebels took poffeffion, 
and made a great many.prlfoners, amongft 
whom were twenty of Captain Thornton's 
men, with the Lieutenant and Enfign. 

Mr. Crofts, the Lieutenant, having eighty 
guineas in his pocket, begged to make Lord 
George M'jrray his treafurer ; which cfSce 
his Lordfhip accepted, and bad afterwards 
the generoftty to return him six ! 

Captain Thornton, alfo, was in one of the 
houfes, for the purpofe before-mentioned, 
but had not time fuflicient to cffefl: his 
cfcape ; and being alarmed by the bagpipes 
at the door, he retreated up flairs : in a few 
minutes feveral of the rebels ruflied up, in 
fearch of the fugitives ; when one of them 
came to the very room door behind which 
fee had taken refuge, and overlooking him, 
faid, **Here are none of the rafcais here." 
The 4jvoman of the houfc having fccn the 
Captain go up (lairs, went to him foon after, 
and opening a clofet door, entreated him 
to enter, which he did. — She then brought 

a 
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a drcffer, and placed diflics, &c. upon if^ 
which prevented all appearance of a door ii^ 
that place ; and fortunately there was no bed 
in the room. About ten minutes after he 
had been fixed in his new quarters, a great 
number of people, confifting chiefly of High- 
land officers, amongft whom was Secretary 
Murray, took poffcfiion of the apartment,- 
which being large, they propofed making: 
ufe of for bufinefs during their (lay. 

We will there leave Captain Thornton, 
and return to Mctcalf, who with the matroC^ 
fes was retiring from the field of battle* , 

Knowing that two of his mafter's borfe» 
had been left at a widow's houfe a ibort 
diftanceirom the town, he made his way to 
the place, with intent to fecure them. This^ 
woman had in the morning expreflcd great 
feeming loyalty 10 King George ; but whea 
Metcaif returned in the evening, the wind- 
had changed : — She now extolled l^ince 
Charles, and faid the defeat of George^s folh 
was a juft judgment. 

Metcall 



C 93 3 > 

Metcalf went into the (lable and found the 
^orfesi faddied them, and was leading out 
the firft, when he was furroundcd by a few 
ftragglers of the Highland army: " We muft 
have that bcaft/' faid they ; but Mctcalf 
refufing to give him up, they faid to one 
another, ** Shoot him." On hearing two of 
them cock their pieces, he afked, «* What do 
you want with him ?" — They anfwcred, that 
they wanted him for their Prince : ** If fo, 
you muft have him,'* replied he. They 
took him, and immediately went off* Mct- 
calf then brought out the other ; but as he 
was about to mount, the Captain's coach- 
man (whofc name was Snowden) joined him, 
and. Mctcalf inquiring of him the fate of his 
matter, was anfwered, that he had not fcen 
him fince he left the artillery, when he rode 
up with the horfe which were going to 
engage: this induced them to think that the 
worft had befallen him. They then thought 
it advifable to attempt falling in with the 
rear of the army, and endeavoured to flant 
the ground for that purpofe ; but before they 

had 
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had proceeded many yards, their horfc funk 
up to the faddlc-fkirts in a bog : however, 
being ftrong and plunging out, they mounted 
again, and foon joined it as they wilhed ; 
where on making diligent inquiry after their 
Captain, they were told that he vas left 
behind j on which Snowdcn returned as far 
as he could with fafety, but without gaining 
any intelligence, and Metcalf walked on with 
the army. 

They arrived at Linlithgow, where they 
baited ; and the next day they marched to 
Edinburgh. There the mob, and iowcr 
orders of people, were very free in their 
cxprcflions, and fome of the higher aifo 
fpokc very warmly, in favour of Prince 
Charles ; making it appear clearly, by ibihr 
own accouniy that nothing could prevent hia 
coming to the Crown. 

The next morning as many of- Captain 
Thornton's men as had cfcapcd being taken 
prifoncrs, (about forty-eight in number,> 
affembled ; and none of them being quite 
certain of haYing fcen the Captain fincc he 

left 
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left them with the cannon in the bog, they 
fuppofed him to have fliared the fate of 
many other brave men who had fallen in the 
adlion of that day, and which they all fin- 
ccrcly lamented— not only on account of the 
favours he had individually conferred on 
them, but for the great and liberal example 
which he had invariably fliewh to his brother 
officers, in the care and attention which he 
paid to his men in general ; the natural con- 
fcquence of which was, that he polTcflfed the 
love and confidence of the foldiery. The 
difappearance, alfo, of the two other officers, 
and twenty . of their men, greatly difpirited 
them; and, together with the fufpenfion 
from their regular pay, induced fome of 
them to apply to Mctcalf for a fupply, in 
order to carry them home ; but he laudably 
rcfufcd any aid he might have afforded 
them, on being informed of the purpofc for 
which it was required. 

The army being fixed at Edinburgh, the 
head-quartcrs were at the Abbey. The 
iijperior officers fcnt for Mctcalf, thinking it 

a 
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a fmgular circumftancc that a pcrfon de- 
prived of fight fhould enter into the army ; 
and knowing that his mafter was miffing, 
they dcfued to convcrfc with him. One of 
the officers belonging to the dragoons who 
retreated from Falkirk fpeaking ironically of 
Thornton's men, afkcd Jack how he got off 
the field of battle. — Metcalf anfwered, " I 
found it very cafy to follow by the found of 
the dragoon horfes, they made fuch a clatter 
over the ftones/' This reply made the gen- 
tlemen turn the laugh againft him. Colonel 
Cockayne likewife afked how he durft venture 
into the fcrvice, blind as he was 5 to which 
he replied, " that had he poffcffed a pair of 
good eyes, he would never have come there 
to have rifked the lofs of them by gun- 
powder/* Then making his cbeifance, he 
withdrew : For Metcalf, though he had not 
read books^ had read 7nen ; and received his 
knowledge from the fchool of the world. 

He now determined upon a journey to 
Falkirk, in fearch of his Captain ; but this . 
biting attended with difficulty, he applied to a 

Knaref- 
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Knarefborough man who lived at Edinburgh 
and was of the rebel party, telling him that 
he wiftied to be a mufician to Prince Charles, 
as he found it w^8 all over with the Englifli. 
The man informed him that they had a fpy, 
an Irilhjiian, going to the Prince ; on which 
Mctcalf fct forward with him, and he pro- 
mifed to recommend him on their arrival at« 
Falkirk; but on cotKiittg up to the Englifli 
out-fcntfies, they' were flopped :— Mctcalf 
inquired for the Captain, and informed him 
of the real caufe of his journey: by him he 
was kindly advifcd to lay afiJe his proj^fl:, 
and told that he would lofc his life ; but (lill 
pcrfifting, he proceeded with the fpy, and 
arrived at Linlithgow, where they flayed all 
night. They met with feveral women who 
had been upon plunder, and were then on 
ft^qir return to Edinburgh ; and the fpy 
inflrufled them how to avoid the Englifli 
fcntrics. Mctcalf was very careful to exa- 
mine the cloathes they had got, thinking 
that by chance he might meet with fomc of 
.his Captain's, ignorant as he was of bis fate. 
1 One 
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One of the women fent a token by Mctcalf to 
lier huiband, who was Lord George Murray's 
cook: this woman's guide was a borfe-dealer, 
u'bo foon became acquainted with Metcalf^ 
having frequented the fairs in Yorklhire ; 
and at this time by fome means had got 
introduced to the heads of both armies^ and 
obtained a protection from each to prefs 
horfes occafionally,—- This man's fate was re- 
markable ; for going into Stirling, where the 
King's army lay, he found that orders were 
given to let no ftrangers pafs without an 
examination, which he underwent, and faid 
that he had a protection from General Hufke: 
being ordered to produce it, he had the miO* 
fortune to take that out of his pocket which 
ht had got from the Pretender ; and when 
informed of his miftake, inftantly produced 
the other — but too late ; for he was tied up 
by the neck to a lamp-iron, without giving 
him time to put off his boots* 

A fliort time before Mctcalf and the fpy 
left the 'Change-houfe at Linlithgow, fome 
of the van guard of the rebels came in, and 

called 
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called for wbifccy ; and it was fuppofcd that 
they dropped there a filvcr-mounted piftol, 
which, on their fctting out, the fpy picked 
up, and oflFercd to Mctcalf ; but he rcfufed 
it, faying, he thought it not proper to have 
fire-arms about him, as be expcftcd to be 
fcarched : To they purfaed their journey 
and prefcntly fell in with the rebels out- 
guard, fcveral of whom, accofted Metcalf, 
and as all feemed well, they were allowed 
to pafs, and arrived at Falkirk, where be 
inquired for Lord George Murray's cook,^ 
to deliver his prefcnt, and was afterwards^ 
introduced to and convcrfcrd with his Lord- 
fliip. Secretary Murray, and other gentlc- 
rc^a. Lord George gave him part of a 
glafs of wine^ an article at that time of great 
value ; for as the rebels had been there threfr 
iimes, and the Englifli twice, they had almofl: 
fweft ibe cupboard clean of its crumbs. 

Whilft convcrfing with them, he was very 
circumfpeft, knowing that his life was ia 
danger, if the real purpofe of his journey 

Ihould be difcavcred* 

Iz He 
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He then made his way towards the marktt- 
place, where a number of Highlanders were 
affcmblcd. — This was on Wcdncfday the 
22d ; but it happened that his mafter had 
left the place that morning, about four hours 
before his arrival. 

We wilhnow return to Captain Thornton, 
whom we left on Friday in the clofet, in clofe 
neighbourhood with the Highland Chiefs^ 
who every day tranfaded bufim fi in the room. 
Tte Quarter Mailers of the rebel army hav- 
ing tak( n the houfe, had given the woman 
to whom it belonged a ftnall apartment back- 
ward ; but every night (he took care to carry 
hi;n fuch provlfions as flic could convey 
through a crevice at ihc I: otom of the door ; 
and this mode iliC ufed for fear of alarming 
thcfc who flcpt in the aJjoiiiing rooms. The 
clcftt was only a yard and a half fquare ; and 
the Captain's cloathes being wet when he 
entered, made his fuuation the more uncom- 
fortablcr, as be had got a feverc cold, and 
fomctimcs could not forbear coughing, even 
when the rebels were in their room. Once 

in 
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to another " what is that ?'* but one of them 
anfwcred, that it was fomcbody in another 
room ;— not in the lead fufpefling a door ia 
the place where the clofet was. 

On Monday night the woman of the houfc 
went to the door to carry provifions as ufual, 
when the Captain laid to her, " I am deter- 
mined to come outy let the confcquence be 
what it may ; for I wiil net die like a dog 
in this hole j" but (he begged that he would 
bear his confinement till the next night, and 
Ihe would adopt feme plan to cfFcft his efcapc. 
She accordingly confultcd an old carpenter, 
who was true to the Royal caufe, and he came 
the next night, removed the drcffcr, and 
liberated the Captain, They proceeded 
down flairs in the dark, to the woman's 
apartment, where Ihe made tea, whilfl the 
carpenter concerted their plan of operaiicn. 
They dreffed him in a pladdie and brogue?, 
with a black wig, and the carpenter packed 
him up a bag of tools, as if he was goin^ 
with his mafter to work as foon as it was 
1 3 light. 
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light. The Captain had only ten guineas 
about him, (having lofl his caOi with bis 
Lieutenant', Mr. Crofts) eight of which he 
gave to the woman who had fo faithfully 
prefervcd him, and two to the carpenter, 
who, to fecrete them, put them into his 
mouth along with his tobacco, fearful of a 
fearch by the Highlanders, who would have 
fufpcded him had they found more than a 
ihilling. Every thing being ready, they ftt 
out, the Captain with his bag-of tools follow- 
ing his fuppofed matter. On coming into 
the croud, he looked about, and was rather 
behind ; and although in difguife, did not 
look like a common workman ; — which 
making the old man dread a difcovery, he 
called out to him, " Come alang, ye filthy 
loon : ye have had half a bannock and a 
inutchkin of drink in your wame — we Avail 
be too late for our day's wark.*' Whether 
this artifice fervcd him or not, is uncertain j 
but they got fafe through the throng, and, 
leaving the high-road, purfued their journey 
acrcfs the country. Having come to a rifing 

ground. 
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ground, the Captain took a view of Falkiik 
moor, and faid, " bonder's the place where 
fuch a fad piece of work was made of it on 
Friday laft.*' The old man at the fame time 
looking the other way, faw two or three 
hundred Highlanders, who had been on 
plunder, coming down a lane which led from 
Callendar-Houfe (Lord Kilmarnock's feat) 
into the main road; and being defirous of 
paffing the end of this lane before ihty came 
up, in order to avoid them, faid, ** We (I) all 
have a worfe piece of work of it than we had 
on Friday, if you do not haften your pace j" 
and begged the Captain to come forward, 
which he did ; but walking brifkly up a hill, 
he fuddenly ftopped, and faid, *' 1 am fick ;'* 
however they gained their point, and pafled 
the Highlanders ; for had they come up with 
them, the lead injury would have been a 
march back to Falkirk, as prifoners. On 
going two miles farther, they arrived at a 
houfe belonging to a friend of the carpenter's, 
and which had been plundered: there the 
old man got an egg, but not being able to 

find 
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find a pan to boil it, be roafted it in peat* 
a(bcs, and gave it to tbe Captain, to put in 
his wajiiCy for fo he called his ftomacb* 
Proceeding a few miles farther, they arrived 
at another houfe, where they procured a 
horfe for the Captain. — He arrived at the 
Englilh out-pofts, and making himfclf known 
was permitted to pafs, and reached Edin- 
burgh in fafcty. 

With rcfpeft to Mctcalf, whom we left at 
Falkirlc, as his drefs was a plaid waiflcoat 
laced with gold, which he had borrowed of 
a friend at Edinburgh, together with a blue 
regimental coat faced with buff, he told the 
Highlanders, in anfwer to their inquiries, 
that he had been fiddling for the Eogljih^ 
officers, and that they had given him that 
coat, which had belonged to a man who was 
killed •, and alfo that his intention was to* 
fcrve in tbe fame capacity with Prince 
Charles. — But a perfon coming up who had 
fcen Jack at Harrogate, faid, " That fellow 
ought to be taken up, for he has fomething^ 
more than common in his proceedings ^" on- 

which 
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which'Mctcalf was taken to the guard-room, 
and fcarchcd for letters, but none were 
found, having only a pack of cards in his 
pocket, which they fplit, to fee whether they 
contained any writing in the folds, but find- 
ing none, he was put into ^ loft in the roof 
of the building, (where the fnow came in 
very much) along with a dragoon, and fome 
other prifoners, where for three days they 
were fuffcrcd to remain in confinement. 

In a fliort time Metcalf and his fcllow- 
prifoncrs were tried by a court-martial, at 
which he was acquitted, and had permifiioa 
given to go to the Pridce j but wanting to 
borrow a clean thirty they a(ked him where 
bis own were ; be faid, at Linlithgow, but 
that he durft not go there, on account of 
George*s devils. They told him that he 
might fafely go with the Iriihman he came 
with. He knew that his companion had 
letters for the Highlanders' friends at Edin- 
burgh, but had no intention to pafs the En- 
glifti fentrics. Metcalf amufcd him with 
aiTurances that he had ten pounds at Edin- 
burgh, 
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burgh, for which be (hould have no occa- 
fion if he joined the Prince, and that he 
might have the grcatcft part of it : the fpy, 
on this, became extremely defirous of bis 
company to Edinburgh, wifhing to finger the 
money, and propofed going acrofs the coun- 
try ; but Mctcalf faid that he could pafs the 
Englifli fcntrics, by faying that he was going 
to Captain Thornton. They then proceeded, 
and after going two miles, they met an offi- 
cer, who was reconnoitring, and he knowing 
Metcalf, told him that his mader was arrived 
at Edinburgh, which news was highly plea^ 
fing to him. On leaving the officer, the fpy 
accoftcd him with '* So, what you are going 
to him/'— « No,'* faid Metcalfj *« nor m 
any fuch fellows." They then pafled the 
fentry, as Mctcalf propofed, and arrived at 
Edinburgh, where they parted, but promifed 
to meet the next evening at nine o'clock* 
Jack went direftly to his Captain, who re* 
joiced at fo unexpcfled a meeting* Mcrcalf 
told him that he had given him a great deal 
of trouble J adding, that he thought people 

mig^ht 
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might come home from market without 
fctcKing,— The Captain finiled, and faid, 
•« What is to be done, for I have neither 
money or ctoathes, having left all behind at 
Falkirk ; but I have bills upoii the road to 
the amount of three hundred pounds ?" This 
proved fortunate ; for had they been a Ccw 
days fooner, they might by chance have been 
loft alfb; — but the reafon of this delay was, 
that all letters, dircftcd to Scotland, were 
at this time fent to London, to be examined 
at the General Poft- Office. Metcalf told the 
Captain that he could get him fome money, 
which the other thought impoffible : how- 
ever he t^ent to a known friend, and ob- 
tained thirty pounds.— 'Taylors were inftantly 
fct to work, and next morning the Captain 
was enabled to vifit his brother oflicers at the 
Abbey. 

The army ftill quartered at Edinburgh, 
while part of the rebels were in Falkirk, and 
another part at Stirling, where they raifed 
feveral batteries, and befieged Stirling Caftle. 
The governor, General Bls^kcney, made little 

oppo- 
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cppofition ; and a (hot from the batteries 
killing two or three men, fome of the officers 
were greatly enraged, and threatened to 
confine the Governor : But a little time 
ihewed that he was right in his conduct; 
for letting the rebels come pretty near the 
wallS) on a fudden he began fo hot a fire, as 
to kill fcveral of their mtn, demolifliing their 
batteries, apd difniounting their guns, which 
made them glad to retreat, and raife the 
fiege: and the General having deftroycd the 
bridge, they were obliged to makie a circuit- 
ous march before they were able to ford the 
river. 

The Duke of Cumberland arrived at Edin- 
burgh on the 30th of January, 1746; and 
two days afterwards marched out at the head 
of the army, towards Falkirk, the rebels 
leaving it a little time before. Captain 
Thornton vifited the Duke ofren : bis Royal 
Highnefs took notice of Mctcalf, and fpokc 
to him feveral times on the march, obferving 
how well by the ibund of the drum he was 

able to keep bis pace. On the army's arri- 
val 
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val at Linlithgow, intelligence was received 
that the rebels were on their march to give 
them battle ; npon ^hich the army was 
drawn up lii order^ and the Duke rode 
through the lines, and ftddrefled the men as 
follows : " If there be ikiiy who think them- 
felves in a bad caufe, or ate sbfraiid to engage, 
thinking they may fight againd: any of their 
relations, let them ndw turn out, receive 
pardon j and go about their bufmefs, without 
any farther queftion." — On this, the whole 
army gave tlirec huzzas. Bat the intelli- 
gence proving falfe, they proceeded to Fal- 
kirk, and continued their route through Stir- 
Hng, Perth, Montrofe, Briffin, and Stonehivc, 
to Aberdeen, where they halted. The rebel 
army lay now at Strathbbgie. 

At Aberdeen the Dukfe gave a ball to the 
ladies, at}d perfonally folicired Captain Thorn- 
ton for his fidler, there being at that time no 
mufic in the army except Colonel Howard's, 
(the Old BaiFs) and which being wind mufic 
were unaccuftomed to country dances. As 
the rebel army was only twenty miles diflant, 
K no 
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no invitations were fcnt till five o'clock^ tho' 
the ball was to begin at fix. Twenty-five 
couple danced for eight hours, and bis Royal 
Highnefs made one of the fet, and fevcral 
times, as he pafled Metcalf, who (lood on a 
chair to play, (houtcd " Thornton, play up :*' 
but Jack needed no exhortation^ for he was 
very well pradifcd, and better inclined. 

Next morning the Duke fent him two 
guineas ; but as he was not permitted to 
take money, be informed his Captain, who 
faid, that as it was the Duke's money, he 
might take it ; but obferved, that be (hould 
give his Royal Highnefs's fervants a treat* 
He had only three fervants with him, (viz. 
bis gentleman, cook, and groom.) So the 
next night two of them paid Metcalf a vifit, 
and a merry party they made,, the Captain 
ordering them great plenty of liqudr* 

In a litile time they proceeded on their 
march, and engaged the rebels on CuUoden 
moor, giving them a total defeat, although 
they had targets to ward oflF the bayonet, 
whilft they cut away with their broad fwords, 

yet 



yet the Duke found a method of fruftrating 
their plan, by pufliing the bayonet over the 
right arm, which rendered their targets of 
ik> ufe. Kingfton's Light Horfc purfued 
them in their diforder and flight, and made 
a great flaughtcr among ft them. 

The Englifli prifoncrs were now all libc- 
rated. — ^Two or three of Captain Thornton's 
men had died in prifoa j and the reft rc^ 
turned home* 

The rebellion being completely fuppreffed. 
Captain Thornton returned home alfo» ac- 
companied by Metcalf, of whofe family it is 
full time to take fome notice. — He had the 
bappinefs to find his faithful partner and 
children in good health ; and although the 
former confcffcd that flic had entertained 
many fears for her poor blind adventurer^ 
yet knowing that a fpirit of enterprize made 
a part of bis nature, flie was often comforted 
by the hope, that he would, in fome degree, 
fignalize himfelf, notwithftanding the misfor- 
tune under which he laboured* — This decla- 
ration, following a moft cordial reception, 
K 2 gave 
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gave full confirmation to an opinion which 
Metcalf bad ever held, viz, ibat the carefiee 
and approbation of the fofter fe3(t are the 
bighed reward a foldier can deferve ot 
obtain. 

The notice with which the Duke pf Caoi^ 
berland bad honoured Metcalf* gave hitn 
much reafon to believe, that, h$t4 he f(^<^ 
lowed. him to London, he woul4 h*^^ r^* 
ceivcd more marks of his Rojpal favow*"*^ 
But Metcalf was deficient to himfelf in this 
inftance ; negleding to foUcit further noticd 
till it was judged too^Ute to make appUcatioOi» 

About a ^car after their return, avtcancf 
happening in the reprefentation for the jciry 
of York, the citizens fcnt for Mr. Thornton, 
and unaaimoufly eledcd him, free ef a)t 
cxpcncc. * 

A (hort time after this, the militia wai 
' taifed, and he was, as his merit well entitled 
him to be, appointed Colonel of the Weft* 
York battalion j which fituation he held, 
with advantage to the fervice, and honour to 
himfelf, for the remainder of his life. 

Blind 
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Blind Jack being now at liberty to choofe 
his occupation, attended Harrogate as ufual j 
but having, in the courfe of his Scotch expe- 
dition, become acquainted with the various 
arcicles manufaftured in that country, and 
judging that fome of thofe might anfwer for 
him to traffic with in England, he repaired^ 
in the fpring, to Scotland, and fupplied him* 
felf with various articles in the cotton and 
worfted way, particularly Aberdeen ftock- 
ings. For all thofe articles he found a ready 
fale at the houfes of gentlemen in the exten« 
iivci County of York;. and being pcrfonally 
known to moft of the families, was ever very 
kindly received. He never was at a lofs to 
know, amongft a thoufand articles, what each 
had coil him, from a particular mode o£ 
marking. 

It was alfo cuftomary with him to buy 
horfcs, for fale in Scotland, bringing back 
galloways in return ; and in this traffic he 
depended on feeling the animals, to dircft 
his choice. 

Ki He 
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He alfo engaged pretty deeply in the con- 
traband trade, the profits of which were at 
that time much more confiderablc than the 
rilk. ^ 

One time in particular, having received a 
prcfling letter from Ncwcaftle-upon-Tync, 
requiring his fpeedy attendance, he fet out 
on hcrfeback from Knare(borough at three 
in the morning, and got into Newcaftic in 
the cvciiing about fix o'clock, the diftance 
nearly fcventy-four miles, and did not feel 
the lead fatigued. 

Having received fomc packages, he eia- 
ployed a few foldicrs to convey them to a 
carrier, judging that men of their defcriptioa 
were lead liable to fufpicion. After fendingf 
off his goods, he ftayed two nights with fomcj 
relations he had there, and then ftt off foif 
home. He had with him about an hundred 
weight of tea, cafed over with towi and 
lightly corded up ; this he put into a wallet^ 
which he laid acrofs his faddle. 

Coming to Chefter-le-Street, (about halfr 
way between Ncwcaftle and Durham) he 

met 



i: "5 ] 

met at the inn an excifetnan, who knew hrm 
as foon as he had difoiounted, and aflced him 
what he bad got thcrcv Metcalf anfwercd^ 
** It is Iboic tow and line for my aunt, who 
lives a few miles diftant ; — ^I wiih flic was far 
enough for giving me the trouble to fetch 
it/* The officer alking him to bring it in, 
he replied, " For the time 1 fliall (lay it may 
as well remain on the horfmg-ftone/' By 
this fecming indiiFerence about his package, 
he removed fufpicion from the mind of the 
cxcifcman, who aiSftcd in re-placing it acrofs 
the faddle j when he purfued his journey,, 
and got home in fafety. 

Once having difpofed of a ftring of horfes, 
he bought, with the produce, a quantity of 
rum, brandy, and tea, to the amount of 200U 
put them on board a vcflbl for Leith, and 
travelled over-land, on foot, to meet the 
vcflel there. He had about thirty miles to 
walk, and carried near five ftone weight of 
goods which he did not choofe to put on 
fliipboard. At Leith he had the mortifica- 
tion to wait fix weeks, without receiving any 

tidings 
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tidings of the veflcl, which many fuppofed ta 
have been loft, there having been a ftorsi 
in the interval. The diftrefs of mind refu!t«' 
ing from this, induced htm once to (ay, ^* If 
(he is loft, I wifti I had been in her ; for Ihe 
bad all my property on board/^ Soon after, 
however, the (hip got into Leith harbour* 
He there went on board, and fet fail for 
Newcaftle ; but another ftorm ariling, the 
mate was wafhed overboard,, the mainfail 
carried away, and the fliip driven near the 
coaft of Norway. Defpair now became 
general ; the profpcft of going to the bottom; 
fceming almoft certain. He now re£le£bed 
on the impiety of his wifh refpcQing the 
former ftorm; and fo cflFeftually was hift 
way of thinking changed, that had he had all 
the current coin of the univerfe, he would 
have given it to have been on ftiore. It now 
appeared to him a- dreadful thing to leave the 
world in the midft of health and vigour ; but 
the wind changing, hope began to return^ 
and the Captain put about for the Scotch 
coaft, intending to make Arbrothie. A figr 

naL 
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m1 of diftrefd wa9 put up, but the &a ran fo 
high, that no boat c^uld venture cue \^Uh a 
pilot* He then ftood in for the harbour^ 
but ftruck againft tb« pier end, owing to the 
unmanageable ftate of the veffel, from th« 
loft of her mainfail : (he narrowly efcaped 
being bulged ; but having got to the baaH 
of the pier, was towed round into the har« 
bour, with near five feet wat^ in her bold# ' 
Her eCcape from the merciiefs elementSt 
however, did not feeffi to. terminate h<ir 
dangers, the coufitry people jewing a diif 
pofuioii to feiase her as a wreck, and plunder 
her; buit fortunately there was. at hand a 
party, confiding of an officer and twenty 
men, of Puhency's regiment, who had been 
in purfuie ol fome {mugglcrs ; and Mctcalf 
knowbg^ rhe'in well, (Colonel Thornton's 
company being attached to that regiment) 
the officer fent three files of men to protcft 
the veffel, while the crew were removing the 
goods to a warchoufc. 

As this vcffd ftood in need of repairs, 
Mctcalf put his goods on board another, 

and 
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and in her got to Newcaftle. There he met 
^ith an acquaintance ; and from the feeai* 
ing cordiality at ihc meeting, he thought he 
might have trufted his life in the bands of 
this man. With this impreffion, Mcfcalf 
opened to him the (late of his affairs; in* 
f:)rming him that he had got four hundred 
gallons of gin and brandy, for which be had 
a permit, and about thirty gallons for which 
he had none, and which he wanted to land ; 
telling him, at the fame time, of the harrafs- 
ing voyage he had juft finiflied: But, it 
feems, his misfortunes were only about to 
commence ; for, in a quarter of an hour, he 
found that the man whom he had taken foi 
a friend had gone down to the quay f]de$ 
and, giving information of what he knewj 
had all the goods fcized, and brought on 
(bore. Mctcalf imagined that none were 
fcizable but the fmall part for which he had 
not obtained a permit ; but was foon un* 
deceived, the whole being liable to feizure> 
as not agreeing with the fpecified quantity* 
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He then repaired to the Culloai-Houfe, ■ 
and applied to Mr, Sunderland, the Colledlor^ 
This gentleman knew Mctcalf, (being in the 
habit of vifiting Harrogate) and received 
hira very kindly ; but informed him, with 
much concern, that it was not in his power 
to ferve him, the captors being the excifc 
people, and not of his department. — He, 
however, fuggefled, that fome good might 
refult from an application to Alderman 
Peireth, with whom Metcalf was acquainted, 
and who was particularly intimate with the 
CoUcfkor of the Excifc. The good Alder- J 
man' gave him a letter to the Colledor j re- 
prefcnting, as inftrufted by Metcalf, that the 
bearer had bought four hundred gallons of 
4>irits, at the Cuftom-Hou^fc at Aberdeen ; 
and that the extra quantity was for the pur- 
pofe of treating the failors and other friends, 
as well as for fea-ftock for himfelf. At firft 
the Colleftor told him that nothing could be 
done for him, until he fliould write up to the 
Board, and receive an anfwer ; but Metcalf 
jrcmonftrating on the inconvenience of the 

delay. 
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delay, and the other rc-confidcring the letter, 
be agreed to come down to the quay at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, which he accor. 
dingly did, and releafed every thing without 
^xpence. 

A (hort time after the regiment called the 
Qucen*s Bays were raifcd, they were quar- 
tered at Knartfborough and the adjacent 
towns ; but, after a (hort flay, they were 
ordered to the North, The country people 
feemed extremely unwilling to fupply car- 
riages for conveying the baggage j the King's 
allowance being but nine-pence a mile, per 
ton ; that of the County, one (hilling in the 
Weft Riding, and fifteen-pcnce. in the North 
Riding. Mctcalf having two waggons, (oiie 
of them covered) had a mind to try this ntW 
bufincfs ; and, to make fure of the jbb, got 
the foldiers to prefs his two carriages, which 
were accordingly loaded, himfelf attending 
them to Durham, Previous to loading, 
however, the country people, who knew th6 
advantage of carrying for the army, and who 
bad kept back, in hopes of an advance in the 

price. 
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price, came forward with their waggons, in 
oppofition to Mctcalf ; but the foldicrs would 
employ no other. 

Arriving at Darhara, he met Bland's 
Dragoons, on their march from the North 
to York: they loaded bis waggons again 
for Northallerton, and would willingly have 
engaged them to York ; but this he was 
obliged to decline, having promifed to bring 
twenty-three wool-packs to Knarefborough. 
He was jtift fix days in performing tbi* 
journey ; and cleared, wirh eight horfes and 
the one -he rode, no lefs a fum than twenty 
pounds ; though many people were afraid to 
travel with foldicrs* 

Some time after the Queen's regiment 
had got to Durham, it received the ufual 
annual recruit of foi^r borfes to a troop. 
The regiment having been fo lately raifed, 
had no old horfes : neverthelefs, four were 
to be fold from each. Mctcalf had notice 
fent him of th^ fale, but did not receive the 
letter until the day before it commenced.-— 
He fet off, however, that afternoon, fpr Dur- 
ham, and riding all night, got there by day- 
break. L His 
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His fir ft bufinefs was to become icqcaioted 
with the farriers ; fo getting about half-a- 
dozen of them together, and plying them 
heartily with gin, he began to queftion them 
as to the horfes which were to be ibid. 

Amongft the number to be difpofed of, 
was a grey one, belonging to one of the 
drums. The man who had the charge 
of him not having been fufficiently careful 
in trimming him, had burnt him feverely, 
which caufed a prodigious fweliing. Had 
this carelefs condud been known to his 
fupcriors, he would have, been puniihed 
for it :. vpon that account the matter was 
bufhed up. Metcalf, however, being appri- 
zed of the rz^\ caufe, in the courfe of his 
converfation with the farriers, determined to 
purchafe him, judging that they would be 
dcfirous to part with him at any price j and 
in this conjedure he was not miftaken. 

The fale began by bringing out fevcn bay 
horfes ; fix of which a gentleman bought 
for a carriage, and Metcalf ptirchafed the 

fcventh. 

They 
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They then brought forward the grey horfc 
with his fwcllcd Iheath, which excited many 
jokes and much laughter among the fpcfla- 
tors. — Our chapman bought him alfo, at the 
very low' price of s'- 15s. cd. which was fir (I 
affixed by the au£tioneer, but which, how- 
ever, the people faid was very much beyond 
his valur* 

Having ufcd fuch applications as he 
thought efficacious for his recovery, by the 
time he had got him home he had the fatif- 
faftion to find him perfeftly found 5 and 
within a week afterwards rcfufed fifteen 
guineas for him.— He kept him many years 
as a draught-horfe ; and the other horfc alfo 
was fold to a profit, by which he thought 
himfelf very well paid for his journey to 
Durham* 

In the year 1751 Metcalf commenced a 
new employ : — He fct up a flage-waggon 
between York and Knarcfborough, being 
the firfl; on that road, and condufled it con« 
ftantly himfelf, twice a week in the fummer 
feafon, and once in winter ^ and this bofinefs^ 
L2 togc- 
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together with the occaiional conveyance of 
army baggage, employed his attemioh unt'rl 
the period of his firfl; contrading for the 
making of roads, which fuiting hioi better, 
he difpofed of bis draught, and intereft in 
the road, to one Guifcley. 

An.aft of Parliament having been ob- 
tained to make a turnpike- road from Harro- 
•gatc to Boroughbridge, a pcrfdn of the 6amc 
of Oftlcr, of Farnham, was appointed fur- 
veypr ; and Metcalf falling info company 
With him, agreed to make about three miles 
of if, vi2. between MinQiip and Fcarnfby.— * 
The materials were to be procured from one 
gravel- pit for the whole length : he therefore 
provided deal boards, and eredled a tempo- 
rary houfc at the pit, took a dozen horfes to 
the place, fixed racks and mangers ; and 
hired a houfe for his men at .Mio&ip, which 
was diftant about three-quarters of a mile. 
He cften walked from Knarcfborough in the 
morning, with four or five ftone of meat .on 
his (boulders, and joined his men by fix 
o'clock : and by the means he ufcd, he com- 
pleted 
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plctcd the work much fooacr than was ex- 
peded^ to the entire fatisfa£tion of the fur* 
veyor and truftecs. 

During his Icifure hours he ftudied mca- 
furcment in a way of his own ; and when 
certain of the girt and length of any piece of 
timber, he was able to reduce its true con- 
tents to feet and inches ; and would bring 
the dimenfions of any building into yards or 
feet. 

Near the time of his finiftiing this road, 
the building of a bridge was advenifcd 
to be conira£kcd for, at Boroughbridge ; 
and a number of gentlemen met for that 
purpofe at the Crown inn there. Mctcalf, 
araongft others, went alfo. The mafons 
varied confiderably in their cftimates. Oft. 
Icr, the furveyor of the roads, was appointed 
to furvey the bridge ; and Mctcalf told him 
that he wifiied to undertake it, though he 
had never done any thing of the kind before. 
On this, the purveyor acquainted the gentle* 
men with what Metcalf had propofed ; when 
he was fcnt for, and afked what he knew 
L 3 about 



about a bridge : he told tbeai, that he cpuld 
readily defcribe ity if they would t^kc the 
trouble of wrictng down his plan, which was 
as follows : " The fpan of the arch, 18 feet, 
being a fcmi-circle, makes 27 : the arch- 
flones mud be a foot deep, which if mul- 
tiplied by. 27, will be 486 ; and the bafes wiU 
be 72 feet more.— This for the arch : it will 
require good backing; for which purpofc 
there are proper (tones in the old Roman 
wall at Aldborough; which may be brought, 
if you pleafe to give dircftions to that eflfcfl:/*^ 
The gentlemen were furprifed at his readi**^ 
ncfs, and agreed with him for building the 
bridge. The pcrfons who had given in their 
cftimates, were much offended ; and as the 
ftonc was to be procured from Renton^ at 
falc-quarry belonging to one of the mafona 
who were there, he was unwilling to fell any 
to Mctcali ; upon which he went to Farn- 
ham, and found good ftones, which the 
lime-burners had left, (being too ftrong for 
their purpofc,) got them dreffcd at the place 
for little money, conveyed them to Borough* 

bridge,. 
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brieve, and having men io take them cfF'thi^ 
carriages^ fet them, and completed the arch 
*in one day ; and fintihed the whole in a verjt 
fhort period. 

Soon after 9 there was a mile and an half 
of turnpike-road to be made between Knarct 
borough-Bridge and Harrogate, which Met- 
calf alfo Agreed for.. Going one day over a 
place covered with grafs, he told his men 
that be thought it different from the ground 
adjoining, and would have them try for ftone 
or gravel, which they immediately did, and 
found an old caufeway, fuppofed to have been 
made in the time of the Romans, which af- 
forded many materials proper for the purpofc 
of making the road. Between the Forcflr- 
Lane head and Knarefborough^Bridge, there 
was a bog, in a low piece of ground, over 
which to have paffcd was the neareft way ; 
and the furveyor thought it impciTible to 
make a road over it : but' Metcalf aHured 
him that he could readily accomplifh it.— • 
'fhc other then told him, that if fo, he fliould 
be paid for the fame itngth a^ if he had gone 

round. 
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round. Jack fet about it^ caft the road up, 
and covered it with ^vbin, and ling ; and 
made it as good» or better, than any part he 
had undertaken. He received about four 
hundred pounds for the road and a fmall 
bridge vhich be bad built over a brook 
called Stanbeck. 

There was an old houfe at Harrogate, with 
fome fields belonging to it, and denominated 
a mefiuage, which was of more value, as 
having common, right upon the Foreft. It 
belonged to an old woman,, and at her 
deceafc to her hufband. Metcalf went to 
the latter, and bought his contingent right 
in the houfe and land ; and the old woman 
came to him foon after, to fell her lifee/late 
in it alfo. They agreed ; and including both 
the net fum amounted to eighty pounds* la 
about three weeks after this purchafe, he (old 
it for upwards of two hundred pounds. 

A road being projedcd between Harro- 
gate and Harewood-Bridge, fix miles^ in 
length, a meeting was held, (the late Lord 
Harcwood, then Mr. Lafcellcs, being one of 

the 
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the party) to contrafl: with any perfoh who 
might be thought proper to make it. A 
great number of cftimates were dcUvcrcd, 
but Mctcalf obtained the contrafl:. It was to 
be completed before the winter fet in ; and 
being a ftiff-clay foil, it was judged expedicht 
to caft the whole length before they began 
to ftone it : on thefc accounts he agreed 
with the gentlemen, that no (;arriage8 ftibuld 
pafs whilft the road was making; and, by 
way of prevention, had fluices cut at each 
end of the lane, and wooden bridges, which 
he took up occafibnally, thrown acrofs^ for 
his own carriages ta pafs over with the 
materials. He alfo hired two hoafes, at a 
diftancc from each other on the road, to 
entertain ftrangcrs who travelled on horfe- 
back, and the people employed in the under- 
taking, as there were not fufficicnt in the 
country. The fliort period he had contracted 
to complete the work in, obliging him to ufe 
the readicft methods, he had a wheel-plough 
drawn by ijinc horfes through the foreft, as 
the belt and molt expeditious way to get up 

the 



the roots of ^ibln and ling, in parts where 
they were ftrong ; and being obliged to fuper-* 
intend the progrefs of the work, he obtadned 
leave from the innkeepers at Harrogate to 
engage a fubditute in his ab fence. He com* 
pleted bis contract in the time allowed, to 
the fatisfadion of the gentlemen truftees, and 
of the furvcyor ; and received for the work 
twelve hundred pounds. 

There then being about a mile and an half 
of road to be made through part of ChapeU 
Town to Leeds, Lord Harewood and other 
gentlemen met at the Bowling^Green in 
Chapel-Town, to receive cftimates ;— and 
Metcalf got the contract. He alfo widened 
the arch of Sheepfcar- Bridge ; and received 
for that and the road together near four 
hundred pounds. 

Between Skipton and Colne in Lancafhire 
there were four miles of road to be made, 
and eftimates were advertifed for. A num- 
ber of gentlemen met, and Metcalf 's pro* 
pofals had the preference. The materiak 
^ere at a greater diilance, and more difficult 

to 



to be procured, than he exped^d ; and a wet 
feafon coming on, made this a bad bargain i 
yet he completed it according to contract. 

He next engaged for two miles on the 
Burnleigh road, which he completed ; but 
was not more a gainer. 

He then agreed for two miles of road 
which lay through Broughton to Martin; 
and two miles more which lay through 
Addingham, and over part of Romell's Moor. 
The fame truflees a£kcd for thofc roads, as 
for that of Colne. Thefe he completed, and 
received one thoufand three hundred and 
fifty pounds from Mr. Ingham of Bamleigh 
and Mr. Alcock of Skipton. 

After this, a meeting was held at Wake- 
field, to contradl for making part of the 
road between thai town and Halifax.-— 
Mctcalf engaged for four miles which lay 
between Mill-Bridge and Belly-Bridge ; and 
finiflied this aHb, though it was an extremely 
wet fammer. — He then took three miles 
more which lay between Belly-Bridge and 
Halifax, and completed it. — And alfo agreed 

for 
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for five miles which lay between Wakefield 
and Chcckinglcy-Bcck, near Dcwfbury. 

The truftccs of the road, (Sir Rowland 

Winn, Smith and W. Roebuck, Efqrs.) 

meeting at Wakefield, to let part of the 
road leading to Pontcfrad, and likcwife from 
Wakefield to Doncafter, Metcalf took three 
miles and an half which lay between Hag- 
Bridge and Pontefraft, and one mile and an 
half (5n the Doncafter road, from Crofton 
through Foulby ; all which he completed* 
The road from Wakefield, to Potitcfraft, 
Doncafter, and Halifax, being under the 
management of one company of truftceg, 
Mr. Allen Johnfon was treafurer for one 
part, John Mills, Efq; for another, both of 
Wakefield ; and Mr. Valentine Stead, and 
Mr. W-illiam Cook, for the other parts : By 
the payment of thefc four gentlemen he re* 
ceived fix thoufand four hundred pounds. 

A road was then advertifed to be let from 
Wakefield to Aufterland, intended to lead 
through Horbury, Almondbury, Hudderf- 
field, Marrdcn, and Sad die worth. A meet* 

ing 



I 123 1 

ing waibcld.atHiiddcrsfield, for the purpofc. 
Sir Jobn^Kaye, Colonel Radcliffc, 'Squire 
Farrcr, and fcvcral other gentlemen attended, 
and Mctcalf agreed with them from Black. 
]^Ioo^ Foot to Marfdcn, and from thence to 
Standiflb-Foot } alfo from Lupfet-Gate, thro* 
Horbury, about two miles and an half. At 
that time none of the road was marked out^ 
except between MarCien and Standifti-Foot, 
leading over a common called Pale and 
Standifti: the furveyor took it over deep 
marfhes; but Metcalf not expecting it to 
have. been carried that way, thought it 
a great hard (hip, and complained to the 
gentlemen, alledging it would be a much 
greater expence : they anfwered, that if he 
coiild make a complete road, he (hould not 
be a lofpr. ; and they were of opinion, that 
it would be neccffary to dig the earth quite 
out of the marlhes, until they came to a folid 
bottom. — ^Metcalfy on calculating that each 
marfli, upon an average, being three yards 
deep, and fourteen broad, would make two 
hundred and ninety-four folid yards of earth 
M in 
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in every rood, ^x^bich^ to hare carried away^ 
would have been extremely tedious and ex<« 
penfive — and not only fo, but that the road 
lying £a(t and Weft, would fill with fnow in 
winter^ (as it ufually falls in that dircdionj 
when the wind is in the North) — argued tlie 
point privately with the furveyor an4 fevcral 
of the gentlemen : but they all feened isu 
moveable in their former opinion. Mefcalf 
then appeared at the public meeting, and 
the fubje£t was again brought forward ; but 
knowing that it would be to litde purpofe to 
hold a conteft with them, he fakl, ^' Gender- 
men, as you feem to have a great deal of 
bufmcfs before you to- day, it appears quite 
unnecefTary to trefpafs upon your tiofxe otu 
this head: — I propofc to make the road 
over the marfhes, after my own plan ; and 4^ 
It docs not anfwer, I will be at the expence 
of making it over agaiii, after your*s :" which 
was confented to. And as he had engaged- 
to make nine miles of the road in ten months, 
he began in fix different parts, with near 
four hundred mca employed. One of the' 
( places 
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plskces was Pule and Standifh common, which 
\ic caft fourteen yards wide, and raifed in a 
circular form* Water in feveral places ran 
acrofs the road^ which he carried off by 
drains ; but found the greated difficulty in 
conveying ftones to the places for the pur^ 
pofe, on account of the foftnefs of the grounds 
Numbers of clothiers 4)fually going that way 
to Haddersfield market» were by no means 
i|;>aring ia dieir ccnfote, and held much 
diverfity of opinion relative to its completioiu 
But Metcalf got the piece levelled to the end^ 
and then ordered bis men to bind heather^ 
or ltng> in round bundles, and directed thesa 
to lay it on the intended road-, by placing the 
bundles infqatreaof four^and laying anothet 
upon each fquare, preiBng them well dowti; 
He then brought hroad«-wheeIed carts, and. 
begaii to lead ftooe and gravel for covering! 
When the 6rft load was brought ancl laid on^ 
and the horfes.hud gone off in fafcty, tho 
company buzza'd from furprife* They eom^ 
pitted the whole of this length, which waa 
about half a mile } and it was fo particularly 
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fine, that any pcrfon might have gone over it 
in winter, unflbod, without being wet. Thi« 
piece of road needed no repairs for twelve 
years afterwards. Having finiflied the nine 
miles wiibin the liaiited time, he took three 
miles from Standiih to Thurfton Ciough^ 
which he completed ;^— and afterwards fix 
miles and an half from Sir John Eaye's feat 
to Huddersfield ; and from thence to Long- 
royd and Bridge toll-bar, about a mtle and 
ati half; — alfo four bridges, their fpant 
twenty-four feet each ; together wiih fix 
bridge?, the fpans of which were nine feet 
each. When all this work was finiihed, (the 
gentlemen having promifed that he fliould be 
DO lofcr) a meeting was called, and Metcalf 
attended : he aflured them that the work he 
liad completed extra to his firll bargain, in 
the marflies and other places, defervcd five' 
hundred pounds : after fome debate, he was 
allowed three hundred pounds ; thpugh ifc 
was well worth the firft-named fum. He had 
made about twenty-one miles in the whole, 
for which he received four ihoufand five 
hundred pounds. In 



Tni the building of bridges, where the 
foundations were bad, he laid on a fufficicnt 
thicknefs of ling where it could be got, 
other wife pf wheat draw ; he next laid planks 
jRve inches thick, with fquare mortifcs cut 
through; and driving in^ a number of piles, 
lie made the foundation fccure. — He thea 
laid fprings for the arch upon the planks, 
which caufed all to fettle regularly when the 
weight came on. And though he built many 
arches, of different fizes, by taking this mc-r 
thod none ever fell. 

He undertook three turnpikc-houles upon: 
the Wakefield and Aufterland roads, and 
completed them all. Believing there was a 
(lone-quarry on the South-Eaft fide of Hud- 
dersfield, in grouud belonging to Sir John 
Ramfden, he bored fecrctly in the night-time 
before he undertook the road, and was fuc- 
cefsful in finding it. After fini(hing the 
road, having fome vacant time, and having 
likewife dilcovercd the quarry, Sir John gave 
him liberty to lead away ftone. He now 
took houfcs to build, particularly one bclohg- 
M3 ing: 
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Ing to Mr. Marmaduke Hebdin, nine yards 
wide, twenty-three yards long, and twenty* 
one feet from the foundation to the fqAiare 
of the building ;— it had twenty chimnics or 
pipes : And this he alfo completed. 

He undertook the road from Dock-Lane 
head, in Yorklhire, to Afhton-under-Line, in 
Lancafliire ; alfo from the guide-poft near 
the latter place, to Stockport, in Chelhire ; 
and alfo between Stockport and Moilram- 
Longdalc : the whole length being cightcea 
miles. He fet men to work in diflFerent 
parts, with borfes and carts to each company ; 
and though he loft twenty horfcs in one win- 
ter, he was not difcouraged ; obfe/ving that 
** horfe-lcather bad been dear a long time, 
but he hoped now to reduce the price.'A 
Ndtwithftanding this misfortune, he com.* 
pleted the whole, including a great number 
of drains and arches, which were all done to 
the fatisfaCtion of the truftccs and furvcyor j^. 
and received for the work four thoufaxwl 
five hundred pounds. 



. He then took eight tnilcs more which re?- 
quired fcvcral drains and arches/— -He raifc4^ 
one hollow nine yards, and built fiifficicmly 
on each fide to keep up the earth, with bat- 
tlements on the top ; tor which he received 
two thoufand pounds. 

One day being met by Sir Geo. AVarren/ 
who inquired if he w^as at leifvare, and being 
anfwercd in the affiimative, he dcfircd to fee 
him at his houfe at Poyatoa. .Metcalf wcnr, 
and agreed to make about fiye miles of a 
private road through the Park. • He took 
twelve or fourteen horfcs of his own, and 
brought large quantities of ftone into Sii? 
George's grounds, for the ufe of draining'*" 
For this he received feveral hundred pounds^ 
and great favours alfo from Sir George and 
his lady. 

A road was to be made between Whaley 
and Buxton, in Derby (hire, to avoid a hilU 
it went over a tedious piece of ground called 
Peeling Mofs j the whole road being four 
miles in length, with feme part rtrong rock, 
which was to be blafled with gunpowder.—^ 

la 



In taking this road, Mclcalf met with ftrong 
Dppofition from a fon of one of the commir- 
fioners ; but Peter Legh, Efq; of Lyme, and 
another gentleman, fupporting Metcalf, ht 
gained the point, and completed the under- 
taking, with fcveral drains and fence walls ; 
for whith he received near eleven hundred 
pounds. 

He next took a mile and an half of Higb- 
Flats, between Huddcrsficld and Shelfedd j 
and finifhed it likewife, to the amount oi 
three hutidred pounds. 

Eight miles of road were next advertifed 
to be made between Haddersfield and Hali- 
fax. A meeting was held, and fcveral peN 

ffons attended with eftiftiatcs for making it. 
One part was very rocky, ah'd full of hollow*, 
and the ground in a very bad fituation, par- 
ticularly between Elland and Saltfcrfhcbblc, 
and through a place called Grimfcar Wood, 

^which was very boggy and rough. Many 
were of opinion that it was impofSble to 
tnake a road over that ground. But by 
building up the hollows, and lowering the 

bills. 
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hills, Mctcalf accompUfhcd it:— 'And it -is 
worthy of remark, that he never undertook 
arty road which he did not complete, ahho* 
he has taken many which perfons who had 
their fight durft not engage in. He finiflied 
the road, with a great number of fence wall! 
;Lnd drains, to the fatisfadioh of the furveyors 
and trufteesj and received for it twothoufatt4 
feven hundred and eleven pounds. 

A little after ihis, a road was advertifed tp 
be made betweea Gongleton and the Red- 
Bull Inn, in Cheihire, about fix miles id 
length ; but the materials were about three 
inilcs diftant in feveral placfs. A meetings 
for letting this road was held at a place called 
Auderflcy, which Mctcalf attended ; and 
being a ftrangcr in that part, he fortunately 
met with three gentlemen who knew himg 
viz. — Clows of Macclesfield, ' Downs 
of Siglcigh, and — ^^ • Wright of Mottram, 
Efqrs. two of them Judices of the Pcacc.--4 
They faid to the truftees, " Gentlemen, you 
bavc only to agree with this man, and you may 
be aiTured of bamg your work well done/' 

The 
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ITbe road, bowevfer, was not let that diiy^ 
the bufinefs being deferred until another 
meeting to be held at Congleton^ where Met* 
calf and others attended with eftimatet.-*^ 
♦« Gentlemen/* faid Mctcalf, *' I am a ftran- 
ger to you, and you may with reaibn queftion 
my performing the bargain ; but to prevent 
any doubt, I will firft do one hundred pounds 
worth of work, and afterwards be reafonabljf. 
paid as it goes forward ; the hundred pounds 
may Jay in the treafarer's hands till the whole 
is completed, and then to be paid.'' On thii 
propofal, and the three gentlemen's reeoou 
mendation at the former meetings they agreed 
with him, although there was an eftimatc^ 
given in lower than his by two hundred 
pounds. He completed the road, to tlie 
great faii^rfadion of the furveyor and trtifteet^ 
and received three thoufand pounds. 

During the time that Metcalf was engaged 
in making this road, having one day occaiibn 
to flop at Congleton, be met, at the Swaa 
inn there, one Warburton, a capital farmei^^ 
who lived about a milp diftant. This man 

wai; 
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ipas remarkable for fportiftg large fams in 
rarkms ways, and ho fooncr faw Mctcalf, 
than he accofted htm thus : ^* I underftand 
that you play at cards.^*— Mctcalf replied, 
^ Sometimesj but not often ;'* being much 
furprifed that a ftranger fliould know he had 
that propenfity, Warburton dffefed to play 
him for five or ten pounds, the beft of five 
games at put; but this he thought fit to 
decline: in the prefence of his friends he 
would not have feared to play for twenty j 
but being in a ft range place, and having a 
large undertaking relative to the turnpikes, 
he concluded that It would be highly im- 
prudent to ganiie. The farmer, however, 
perfift'mg in his defirc for play, Metcalf,^ 
after a-littld confidcration, determined to try 
the cflfeft of ridicule on his new acquaint-* 
ante, faying, ** fhave notf now time ; but iif 
you will meet me here this day fortnight, I 
will play you, tlte btft of five games, for a 
leg df mutton, four-peniiy worth of ca])b&ge, 
and 'five (hillings worth of punch.*' Tlie 
farmer, pleafed mih any profjieCt of engaging 
* bim^ 
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htm, agreed to the wager, and infifled that 
^ac money (hould be depofitcd with the land- 
lord ; which was accordingly done. During' 
the interval, Warburton fprcad the ftory of 
his engagement to play with a blind man ; 
and, thinking it a good joke, invited many; 
of his friends to the entertainment. . Mctcj&lf 
came at the time fixed, having iirfl: ef&gaged 
a friend from Buxton to accompany him, 
whofe chief bufinefs it was to fee that his 
adverfary did not play tricks with the cards. 
Three guineas to two were offered to be laid 
on Warburton; and Mctcalf's friend ob- 
fcrving this, cxprefled a wi(h to take the 
odds, if agreeable to him : to this, Metcalf 
replied, that he meant only to amufe J^imfelf 
by playing for mutton and cabbage; and, 
that if any fums were laid, he wouU forfeit 
bis wager. When all parties were aflfeou 
bled, Metcalf, out of joke, propofed to his 
adverfary to club for all the articles, and 
treat the company ; but this he pp£tly<;|y. 
refufcd, alledging that he had coUeded hisi 
friends for the purpofe of feeing the match 

played. 
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piayed^ On this, Mctcalf cabled to the lan^. 
lord for a fiddle, and playing on it for a 
little 'wrhile, \iras aikcd by thcfatmer what he 
meant : " To enable yon," fatd he, ^* to tcti 
your children, that whc:n you played with k 
blind man, you played iofome iuneP* They 
then went int^ a large room, and were fof- 
low^d by a crowd of peojilc, aniongft whom 
were two jpufticcs of the Peace, and fcveral 
clergymen; - The game pow began, and 
Mcicalf won the two fir ft j his adverfary goft 
the third, and pulHng out his purlc, oflfcred 
to lay fire gtiincis on the rubber : this was k 
tickling offer to Mctcalf, but having rcfolvei 
againft playing for money, he made (hift tb 
overcome the temptation. Mctcalf won the 
next game j and, of courfe, the rubber. On 
tl^tis the farmer laid a large fum on the table, 
and offered to play for the amount; but 
Mctcalf wotfld only play for liquor, for the 
good of the companfy. The farmer agreeing, 
they began again, ^nd Metcalf prefcntly woo 
two games, when a* gentleman prefent fhct^d 
a great defirc to play with him* fdr money, 
N but 
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but in vain ; fo \irinmrg this rubber alfo^ be 
faddlcd his antagonift with the whole fcorc, 
and not fatisfied with the triumph already 
gained, began to banter him iorely on bis 
childijh manner of playing, and telling him, 
that when the road work (hould ceafe for the 
Chriftmas holidays, he would come to his 
houfe, and teach him to play like a ma^ 

The quantity of liquor yet to come ia 
•being large, detained many of the company 
until five in the morning ; and Warburtoo^ 
who had got pretty drunk^ by way of com- 
fort, declared before parting, that of twenty- 
two fine cows, he would rather have loft the 
bed, than have been beaten fo publicly. 

Mctcalf apprehending that he might now 
be folicited by many to engage in play, and 
conftdering the importance of his other en- 
gagements, called afide Mr. RoUe, the fur- 
vcyor of the road, and begged of him to give 
fixpcnce, upon condition of receiving five 
pounds, if he (Metcaif) fliould play any 
more at cards for eighteen months, the timis 
allotted to finifli the road. Mr. Rolle appro* 

\^injg 



ving highly of this, they returned to the 
tompany, and Metcalf making the propofal^ 
received the furvcyor's fixpcnce publicly ; 
and thus put an end toall further importunity* 

Here Metcalf finds it his duty to fufpend^ 
for a while, bis road-making narrative, to^ 
introduce, for the laft time, the mention of 
the much-loved Partner of his cares, wbonii 
be had brought into Chcfliirc, and left at 
Stock port» that (he might avail hcrfclf of the* 
medical advice of a perfon there, famed for 
the cure of rheumatic complaints, of which' 
defcription her^s was thought to be :— But' 
buman aid proving ineffeftual, (he there died^ 
in. the fummcr 1778, after thirty- nine ycar«^' 
of conjugal felicity, which was never inter* 
rupted but by her illncls or his occafional^ 
abfence. 

In his treatment of her, Metcalf never loffi* 
fight of the original diftinftion in their cir-- 
cumftances, always indulging her to the ut- 
moft that his own would allow ; but (he had' 
XK> tinreafonable defires to gratify. She died^ 
in the fixty-firft year of her age, leavings 
four children ^ and was buried in Stockjport 
cburcb-yard. N % la 
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In 1781 the road between Wetherby and 
Knarcfborough was let.— He undertook dtat 
part which led through Ribllon and Kirk- 
Peighton, till it joined the great Nortb. road 
leading from Boro^ghbridge to Wethcf by ; 
and alfo built two tolUhoufes upon the road } 
and received about three hundred and.dghtf 
pounds. 

Metcalf had a daughter martie:d in Chiefliire^ 
to a.perfon in the flocking bu(inc6. Tbc 
ti^fiQfa6:urers in this line, in the neigbboiir« 
bood of Stockport, talked of getting loads o£ 
nooq&y ; ^and Metcalf thought that be would. 
ba.ve a porti^^n of it alfo : be accordingly gpt 
fix jennies and a carding engine made, with 
other utenfils proper for the bufineGi ; bought 
2| quantity of cotton, and fpun yam for fakv. 
as fevcral others did in the country. 'But it 
cpO: him much trouble and expence, before 
he got ail his utenfils fixed : the fpecuJatioii. 
Jikewife failed ; and a time came when ik> 
yarn could be fold without lofs. Then Met* 
calf got looms, and other implements proper. 
fpr weaving calicoes, jeans, and yelyereta:-^ 
for baling made the cotton bufmefe an gh'^Gt 

of 
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of particular attention, he was become vtfy 
well acquainted with the various^ branches of 
it* He got a quantity of calicoes whitened 
and printed, his velvcrcts cut,, dyed, &c, ai»d£ 
having fpun up all his cotton, he fet off witin 
about eight bunt^rcd yards of finiflied gooda^ 
intending to fell thecn in Yorkfliire, which he 
did at Knarefborough and in the neighbour*' 
hood ; aad bis fon-in>1aw was to employ bisl 
jennies until he came back.» On his rett^rn,' 
(;oa>ing to Marfdcn near Huddersfield, whertf 
be had made a road fome years before, be* 
£ound ibajt there was to be a meeting, to le^ 
the making of a mile and an half of ^road, atKt* 
the building of a bridge oyer; the river ffa&f' 
runs by the town^ fo a« to leave the fc^mtt 
road, in order to aroid the ftecpnefs of a hilb 
At the perfoafionof Tome of his friends, h^t 
ftaid till the meeting, and sgrctd with thef 
truftecs. The bridge was to be twelve yard^ 
in the fpan, and nine yards in breadth. Thefc 
too he completed, and received a thoufand 
pounds; but the fcafon being Di^ct,. and. the 
grpuftd over ¥fhicbihc.hadrtoi bring his ma- 
tcrtals very fwampy^ and at adiftancc foona 
ii\e road, he loft cpnfidcrably by it. In 
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In 17S9 be was iniFormed that rfie^rc was z 
grcAt quantity of road to be let in Lancafhire r 
hf accordmk?Iy went, and rook a part between 
Bury and EQington, and another part froni 
Eflington to Ackrington ; as alfo a brancli 
from that to Blackburn. There were fuch 
hollows to fill, and hiUs to be taken down, ta 
form the level, as was never done before : ia- 
feVrral of the hollov s the walls were ten yardt 
high, before the battlements were put oh the 
t€^ He had two fummers allowed to finiflv 
ih\» work in; but the trade in Lancaibire* 
being briik, made wages very high, and the 
navigation at that time cutting through the 
country fo employed the men, that it was a. 
iFery difficult matter to procure a fufficiency^ 
of hands. The firft fummer the rains wcrc^ 
fo perpetual, that he loft about two hundred 
pounds } but in the next he completed the^ 
^hole work, and received by the hands of 
Mt. Carr of Blackburn three thoufand five 
hundred pounds ; and, after all,, was forty 
pounds bfcr by it^ 

In the year 1792 he returned into Yofk^ 
fliire } and having no engagetticnt to employ 

hisr 



.bis attention, he bought bay to fell again^ 
-tneafuring the Hacks v/iih his arms ; and 
having learnt ^be height, he coald readily 
tcli what number of fquare yards were con- 
tained, from five to one hundred pounds 
valu^. Sometimes he bought a little wood 
itanding ; and if he could get the girth and 
height, would calculate the folid contents. 

From that period he has fettled on a fmall 
holding at SpofForth, near Wctherby ; and 
his houfe is kept by a daughter and fon-in-law. 

At Chriftmas, 1794, he paid a vifit to the 
prefent Colonel Thornton, and his mother, at 
Thornvillc-Royal ; and the reception he met 
.^ith was fuch as fully reminded him ot former 
-^days at Old Thornvillc, where he bad fpent 
maay .Chriftmaflfes. The truly rcfpeftable 
Rclidl, and the worthy lleprcfenlative,.of his 
Jate Commander^ always receive Blind Jack 
iwi^h a condefcending aSability, highly flat- 
tering to one in his humble ftation. 

Having known the ftrccis of York very 
.accurately in the earlier part oi his life, be 
determined, on tlic commencement of the laft 
^ear^ to vifu once more that ancient ciy, 

where 



